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| Cor 99) Concress, 2p Session. 

d have ] 

bam into a Committee of the Whole on the Private 

er | Calendar? 

ve m The SPEAKER. That motion is already pend- 

e and r, 

Com. d Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope the gen- 

Nn; bu : man from Alabama will withdraw that motion, 

Mect | allow us to dispose of this business at once. 

use Mr. HOUSTON. I desire very much to go into 

day~ the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Of the Union, and dispose of the Army bill to-day. 

'efore Mr. STEPHENS. I would suggest to the gen- 

lhe eman from Alabama, that if he wishes the House 

of the to unite with him in facilitating the public busi- 

Mittes ess, he must not run counter to the declared will 

re, de. /f the majority. 

lor Mr. HOUSTON. I do not desire at any time 
to run counter to the sentiment of the House, and 

10t recret that | am ever compelled to do so in the 

P State discharge of my duty. But from the order of busi- 

ques. ness as marked out by the resolution of the House, 


er, for if the Army bill is not passed to-day, it will not be 


of, passed until week after next, and then how much 
em time have you to consider the civil and diplomatic 
ill, and all the other appropriation bills? 
tn Mr. LETCHER. Is this question debatable? 
The SPEAKER. It is not. 
Mr. LETCHER. hen I insist upon the en- 
ot forcement of the rule. 
Touse Mr. STANTON. I move to go intoa Commit- 
le tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is already pend- 
Mr. HOUSTON. If that motion is pending, I 
will withdraw mine to go into the Committee of 
a the Whole on the state of the Union. 
soe Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I renew the motion 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 





F resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
mo the state of the Union, and ask a vote upon the 
motion submitted by the gentlman from Connecti- 
whet cut, [Mr. Seymour,]| to go into a Committee of 
me the Whole on the Private Calendar. I believe 
that motion takes precedence. 

ody Mr. SACKETT. I desire to inquire of the 
wa Chair if this motion to go into a Committee of the 


Whole on the Private Calendar prevails, what 
1b will be the condition of the bill now before the 
House? 


= The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 
- question when it comes up. 

sla Mr. SACKETT. I ask the gentleman from 
row Ohio to withdraw his motion for a moment, to 
Cha allow me to move to recommit the bill. 

_ [Cries of “No!” «* No!” “ Yes!” “ Yes!’’] 
are Mr. STANTON. Ido not withdraw the mo- 
Henn tion. 

John The question now being upon the motion that 
i the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
ima F Whole House, 

vaker Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
Rict tellers; which were ordered; and Messrs. Sey- 


uour, Of New York, and Smiru were appointed. 





4 The question was put, and the tellers reported— 
> ayes 78, noes not counted. 
eret Mr. STANLY. This question involves the 
ee ; fate of the bill. I ask the yeas and nays. 
Dear The yeas and nays were ordered. 
uller Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I withdraw the mo- 
bie tion to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
ie state of the Union, in order to afford an opportu- 
ane’ ity to move to recommit this bill. 
ullin, it. DEAN. I move that the House do now 
ct idjourn. 
an Mr. SACKETT. I move to recommit this bill. 
land ane SPEAKER. That motion cannot now be 
—s) made, 
{ Mr. SACKETT. I submitted the motion to 
‘of = ‘ecommit before the motion to adjourn was made 
O j ind therefore ask that my motion shall be enterec 
F upon the Journal. 
ired Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There are two 
motions pending in relation to this bill, either of 
: bill which would preclude the motion to recommit 
‘rom being made, aside from the motion to ad- 
aus- ; Journ. One is for the previous question, and the 
the } other is to lay the bill upon the table. 
‘ion The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
og 33 


| Averett, Beale, Bragg, 
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nessee is correct. Either of these motions would 
preclude the motion to recommit from beiag made. 

Mr. DEAN. I insist upon my motion to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. DOTY. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, the result was—yeas 60, nays 103; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, John Appleton, 
susby, Joseph Cable, Thompson 
Campbell, Cartter, Chastain, Cullom, Dawson, Dean, Dim 
mick, Edmundson, Florence, Floyd, Thomas J. D. Faller, 
Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, Gorman, Grow, Hall, Hamil 
ton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Jen 
kins, Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Letcher, Mason, McLanahan, McNair, Me 
Queen, Millson, Molony, Morrison, Murphy, Olds, Samuel 
W. Parker, Peaslee, Richardson, Robie, Robinson, Ross, 
Savage, David L. Seymour, Skelton, Alexander H. Ste 


Upon that motion I demand the 


phens, St. Martin, Stratton, Sutherland, Sweetser, Wallace, | 


and Wildrick—60. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Babcock, David J. Bailey, 
Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, 
Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Cald 
well, Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Church 


well, Clemens,Clingman, Cobb, Conger, Cottman, Curtis, 


Darby, George 'T’. Davis, John G. Davis, Disney, Doty, 
Dunean, Durkee, Eastman, Evans, Faulkner, Fay, Free 
man, Henry M. Fuller, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Grey, 
Harper, Hascall, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Horsford, Hous 
ton, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, 
Jackson, James Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George G. 
King, Little, Mace, Marshall, Martin, Meacham, Miller, 
Miner, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Nabers, 
Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Penn, Penniman, Perkins, Porter, 
Preston, Price, Riddle, Sabine, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
Schoonmaker, Seurry, Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Smith, 
Snow, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Abrahain P. Stephens, 
Thaddeus, ‘Stevens, Thurston, Toombs, Tuck, Venable, 
Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wilcox, Williams, 
and Woedward—103. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. STANLY. I desire to know what be- 
comes of the motion submitted by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Sackerr] to recommit? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that that 
motion could not be entertained, because of the 
motion pending to lay the bill upon the table. 

The question was then put upon the motion to go 
into a Committee of the Whole House, and upon 
a division there were—ayes 70, noes 71. 

Mr. LETCHER. Idemand the yeas and nays. 
The and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. BROOKS. 
the yeas and nays. 

» “Rhe row and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, the result was—yeas 77, nays 84; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Allison, 
John Appleton, Ashe, Averett, David J. Bailey, Beale, 
Bragg, Busby, Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, 
Caskie, Chastain, Clemens, Clingman, Cullom, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Florence, Floyd, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, Gilmore, 
Gorman, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Samp 
son W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Holladay, Ingersoll, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Letcher, Lockhart, Mason, 
| McLanahan, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Meade, Mill 
son, Molony, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Orr, Samuel W. 
Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Powell, Robie, Ross, Russell, 
Savage, Skelton, Smith, Abraham P. Stephens, St. Mar 
tin, Stratton, Sutherland, Wallace, Wildrick, and Wood 
| ward—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, William Appleton, Bar 
rere, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, 
Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Caldwell, 

| Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Churchwell, 
Cobb, Conger, Darby, George ‘I’. Davis, Dockery, Doty, 
Dunean, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Evans, Faulkner, 
Fay, Ficklin, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Goodenow, Grey, 
Harper, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Henn, Horsford, Hous 
ton, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Ives, Robert W. 
Johnson, George G. King, Little, Mace, Marshall, Martin, 
Meacham, Miller, Miner, John Moore, Morehead, Nabers, 
Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Penn, Penniman, Perkins, Porter, 
Preston, Price, Riddle, Sabine, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
|} Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scurry, Origen 8. Seymour, 
| Snow, Stanly, Thurston, Toombs, ‘Tuck, Venable, Ward, 
| Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wilcox, and Yates—84 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 
Mr. POLK remarked: I have not failed during 

the session to vote upon a motion to adjourn, and 

| | ask the unanimous consent of the House to re- 

| cord my vote upon this motion, as I was without 
the bar when my name was called. 


Upon that motion I demand 
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The SPEAKER. 
unanimous consent. 

Objection was made, and his name was not 
recorded. 

Mr. SACKETT 
question in order? 

The SPEAKER. Acall for the previous ques- 
tion is notin order, It was demanded upon this 
bill, and a motion was made to lay the bill upon 
the table, which the House refused to do. That 
vote has been reconsidered, and the question is, 
Shall the bill be laid upon the table? Pending that, 
a motion made to go into a Committee of the 
W hole House upon the Private Calendar. Upon 
that motion the yeas and nays have been ordered, 
and the motion is now pending. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There are several 
private bills which have been reported from a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House— 

[Cries of ** Order !’? ** Order!”’ ** Order!’’] 

Mr. JONES. Never mind, gentlemen; I am in 


That can only be done by 


Is a motion for the previous 


is 


| order. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman frora Ten- 
nessee is upon the floor to a point of order, and 
has a right to state it. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to know if a motion to 
take up those bills, this being private bill day, 
would not take precedence of a motion to go into 
a Committee of the Whole 

The SPEAKER. The consideration of those 
bills would have been the business before the 
[fouse, if the House were not restrained by the 
business brought up by the motion to reconsider; 
but for that it would have been the duty of the 
Speaker this morning to have ordered those bills 
to be reported, though it was in ‘order then to go 
into a Committee of the Whole House upon the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. JONES. |! 
business. - 

The SPEAKER. Itis the motion to go into a 
Committee of the Whole House upon the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. JONES. 

yrecedence ? 

The SPEAKER. Not in the opinion of the 
Chair. It would be the duty of the Chair, if the 
way were not blocked up, to go to the bills which 
have been reported from a Committee of the W hole 
House. Upon the motion to go into a Committee 
of the Whole House, the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
of the House. 

Mr. ORR. |! 
adjourn. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

Mr. ORR. I withdraw the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I renew the motion. 

Mr. DOTY. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The House was divided on the call for the yeas 
and nays, and there were 31 voting in the affirm- 
ative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I withdraw 
to adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn is 
eminently a privileged motion itself 

Mr. M ARSHALL. I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet again on Mon- 
day next. 

The question was taken 
and there were, on a division—ayes 54, noes 76. 

So the motion was not agreed to 

The SPEAKER. The question is 
motion to adjourn. 


Mr. DOTY. Upon that I ask the yeas and 


call for the regular order of 


Does not the other motion take 


I move that there be a call 


move that the House do now 


I call for the yeas and nays 


the motion 
I renew the motion. 
I rise to a privileged mo 


ta 


on the latter motion: 


upon the 


nays. 

Me. JONES 

and nays. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Gaytorp and 

SMITH were appointed. 


I ask for tellers upon the yeas 
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The House was then divided, and the tellers 
reported 4] in the affirmative, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


adjourn, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 


78, nays 80; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Allison, 
John Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Beale, Busby, Joseph Cable, 
Thompson Campbell, Cartter, ¢ askie, Chastain, Clemens, 
Clingman, Cobb, Cotcock, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Faulkner, Ficklin, Florence, 
Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Holladay, 
Howard, Ingersoll, lves, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew John 
son, John Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Letcher, Lockhart, Mason, McLanahan, McMullin, Me 
Nair, McQlueen, Millson, Molony, Morrison, Murphy, Orr, 
Peaslee, Phelps, Polk, Powell, Robie, Savage, David L. 
Seymour, Skelton, Smith, St. Martin, Stratton, Sutherland, 
Wallace, Wildrick, and Woodward—7s. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Chas. Allen, Wm. Appleton, Babcock, 
Barrere, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, 
Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Caldwell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Churchwell, 
Conger, Darby, George T. Davis, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, 
Edgerton, Evans, Fay, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Good 
enow, Grey, Harper, Haven, Henn, Horsford, Houston, 
John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, James Johnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, George G. King, Little, Mace, Marshall, 
Meacham, Miller, Miner, John Moore, Morehead, Nabers, 
Newton, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Penn, Penniman, Per 
kins, Porter, Preston, Price, Sabine, Sackett, Schermer 
horn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scurry, Origen S. Sey 
mour, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Thurston, Tuck, Venable, 
Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wilcox, Williams, and 
Vates—80. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I move the usual 
resolution to close debate upon bill No. 336, the 
Army appropriation bill, in one hour after the 
committee shall have again resumed its consider- 
ation. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
while a motion fora call of the House 1s pending. 

Mr. STANLY. 
ing ? 

The SPEAKER. There is. 

Mr. ORR. I call for the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

The House was divided on the call for the yeas 
and nays, and there were 22 in the affirmative, 
and 92 in the negative. 

Before the result was announced, 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers upon the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 





Mr. DOTY. I demand the yeas and nays upon 


that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 70; as fol- 
lows: 

VY EAS—Meessrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Allison, John 
Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Brenton, Busby, Joseph Cable, 
Caldwell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Clemens, Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Faulkner, Ficklin, Flor- 
ence, Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gid- 
dings, Gorman, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Holladay, Hous 
ton, Ingersoll, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Jobn 


Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Letcher, 


Lockhart, Mason, Mclanahan, McMullin, McNair, Me 
Queen, Meade, Millson, Molony, Morrison, Murphy, Mur 
ray, Orr, Peaslee, Phelps, Powell, Robie, Robinson, Sav- 
age, David L.. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, St. Martin, Strat 
ton, Sutherland, Wallace, Watkins, Wildrick, and Wood- 
ward—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, William Appleton, Bar- 
rere, Bell, Bennett, Bowie, Bowne, Briggs, Brooks, Albert 
G. Brown, Burrows, Chandler, Chapman, Conger, Darby, 
George T. Davis, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, East- 
man, Edgerton, Evans, Fay, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, 
Goodenow, Grey, Harper, Haven, Henn, Horsford, John 
W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Robert W. Johnson, George 
G. King, Landry, Little, Mace, Marshall, Miller, Miner, 
John Moore, Morehead, Nabers, Newton, Outlaw, Andrew 
Parker, Penn, Penniman, Perkins, Porter, Preston, Price, 
Russell, Sabine, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoonmaker, 
Scurry, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Thurston, Tuck, Venable, 
Washburn, Welch, Wilcox, Williams, and Yates—70. 


So the House adjourned until to-morrow, at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, February 5, 1853. 
Prayer by the Rev. James GaLLaner. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 


Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, accompanied by an abstract of the returns 
of the militia of all the States and Territories, with 
their arms, accouterments, and ammunition; which 
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Is such a motion now pend- | 





was referred to the Committee on the Militia, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. MORTON presented a joint resolutian of | 
the Legislature of Florida in favor of the erection 
of a marine hospital at Appalachicola; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Florida relative to the erection of the light-house on 
Sea Horse Keys; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Florida, in favor of a reduction of the price of the 
public lands in that State; which was referred to 


BE. 






— 





F eb. 5, 


War before the same is entered upon for the purpose of eo 
structing said railroad: 4nd provided further, That the same 
can be granted without detriment to the public interest . 
the opinion of the Secretary of War.” _ 
On motion by Mr. WADE, the Senate con. 


curred in the amendment. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE Navy, 


The bill to reorganize the Navy of the United 
States was read a third time. 
| Mr. MALLORY. Task the unanimous cop. 
sent to amend the first section of the bill, relatine 
to the number and grades of officers, in the clause 
| **two hundred and fifty midshipmen; and also the 
acting midshipmen at the Naval Academy,” by 
striking out the words ‘‘ and also the acting mid. 
shipmen at the Naval Academy,” which have no 


the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to || place in the bill properly. It was agreed by the 
|} 


be printed. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Har- || they should be taken out. 


riet Leavenworth, widow of General Leavenworth, 
late of the United States Army, praying for a pen- 


sion; which was referred to the Committee on || 


Pensions. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, pray- 
ing that the public lands may be granted, in limited 
quantities, to actual settlers not possessed of other 
land; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a memorial of the 
president, directors, and stockholders of the Ohio 
Falls Marine Railroad Company, proposing to 
construct a marine railway on the Indiana shore 
for the transportation of steamboats around the 
Falls of the Ohio river; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 


POSTAL CONVENTION. 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 
Ordered, That the message of the President of the United 


States, respecting the Postal Convention with Great Britain, 
be printed. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1853, reported it 
with amendments, and gave notice that on Mon- 
day next he should ask the Senate to take up the 
bill for consideration. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which were referred the 
following billsand joint resolutions from the House 
of Representatives, reported them without amend- 
ment: 

An act for the relief of the Southern Michigan 
Railroad Company; 

An act for the relief of John Dearmit; 

Joint resolution for the reltef of J. P. Converse, 
of Ohio; and 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thompson Bar- 
nett, 

He also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of Zadock C. Ingram, 
reported it without amendment. 


DECORATION OF THE CAPITOL. 

Mr. COOPER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be, and 

| they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency 

of commissioning Messrs. Healy, Leutze, and Rothermel, 

or such other eminent native artists as they may think 

| proper, to paint, with a view to the encouragement of Amer 


} 


| 
| 


ican artists and the decoration of the Chambers now being | 


built for the use of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, two pictures each, representing scenes in our own 
| revolutionary or ante-revolutionary history. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. | 


Hamu to supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of Mr. Dixon, on the Select Commit- 
tee on anesthetic agents. 


RIGHT OF WAY. 
The PRESIDENT. The bill from the House 
of Representatives, granting the right of way to 
the St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad Com- 


| pany, which had been passed by the Senate, with | 


' an amendment, has been returned from the House, 
with an amendment to the Senate amendment, to 
| insert the following as an additional section: 


“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the nght of 
way shall be, and hereby is, granted to the ANeghany Val- 
ley Railroad Company, for the road of said company over 
and across the ground of the United States, at and near the 


Alleghany Arsenal, in the county of Alleghany, and State | 


of Pennsylvania: Provided, That the route of said railroad 
|| across said ground shall be approved by the Secretary of 


aval Committees of the Senate and House tha; 
The effect will be to 

reduce the number. I therefore ask the unani- 
| mous consent to strike them out. 

There was no objection. The bill was they 
| passed. 

THE FISHERIES. 
| Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice 
asked and obtained leave to introducea bill to reo. 
| ulate the rights of fishing, and the rights of dis. 
| posing of the proceeds of the fisheries in and between 
(the British North American Provinces and the 
| United States; which was read a first and second 
| time. 
| Mr. DAVIS. I will merely observe that I am 
| unwilling that this session should be brought to q 
| close without some attempt to effect the object 
intended by that bill. I move that it be referred 
| to the Committee on Commerce, and if it is pot 
| regularly in order to print it now, I hope it will 
_ be printed by unanimous consent, so that Sena. 
| tors may see It. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce, and printed, if not ob- 
| jected to. 

There was no objection. 


TREASURY REPORT. 
| Mr. HUNTER. Some time ago, when the order 
| was made for printing the extra copies of the 
| report on the finances of the country, we omitted 
to make the usual order of one thousand for the 
use of the Department. My attention has been 
| called to that; and | now make the motion that 
|| one thousand additional copies of the report be 
printed for the use of the Treasury Department. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE ARMY. 


| 

| On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the bill to im- 
| prove the efficiency of the Army of the United 
| States; 

The bill to improve the efficiency of the artil- 
| lery; 
|| ‘The bill to repeat the several acts organizing the 
| staff departments of the Army therein mentioned, 
|, and to provide for the discharge of the duties 
|, thereof by a detail of officers of the line; 

The joint resolution concerning the national de- 

fenses; . 

And Senate bill No. 594; were taken up for 
| consideration, and then postponed to, and made 
| the special order for, Saturday next, the 12th in- 
| Stant. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 
| 


Mr. GWIN. I give notice that when the de- 
| ficiency bill comes up for consideration, [ shall 
| move an additional section, as an amendment, to 

it, which I ask may be informally laid on the table 
| and printed. 


RAILROAD IN ARKANSAS AND MISSOURI. 


On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, the Senate, 
/ as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider House bill ** granting the right of way and 
‘ making a grant of land to the States of Arkansas 
‘and Missouri, to aid in the construction of 8 
| ‘railroad from a point on the Mississippi, opposite 
‘the mouth of the Ohio river, via Little Rock, to 
‘the Texas boundary, near Fulton, in Arkansas, 
‘ with branches to Fort Smith and the Mississippi 
‘ river.”? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. When the railroad bills, 
which passed the Senate and went to the other 
House, were before the Committee on Public 
Lands, I voted for them, and voted for them in 
| the Senate. It is known to the members of the 
‘| Senate that I endeavored at the commencement of 
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<« Congress to secure a distribution of the pub- 
lands, in some Shape or other, so as to give the 


oid States of the Union an interest in them. Now, 


sir, | will inform the Senator from Arkansas that 
| do not intend to go through the argument which 
| have already made upon the subject, or to con- 
ey me the time of the Senate by arguing afresh the 
rs which have already been discussed at a 

ery considerable length; but I had contemplated, 
nd do still contemplate, at the proper’ tume, in 
» consideration of the bill which he has offered, 

, move what is known as ‘ Bennett’s Jand bill’’ 
as a substitute for it, if it can be done; and in 
moving it, I wish to submitt to the consideration 
of the Senate without any argument at all on my 


part. 

| do not intend to consume the time of the Sen- 
ate by a discussion, but I want the privilege either 
1ow or on the day which may be fixed by my 
friend from Arkansas for the consideration of his 
bill, of offering that as a substitute, and leaving it 
to the Senate whether they would adopt it or not. 
if it is overruled, I will havenothing more to say; 
‘itis adopted, then Arkansas will be provided 
‘or in that bill hke the rest of the States. Thatis 
ll | ask the privilege of doing. 1 do not wish to 
enter into a discussion of it. 

Mr. RUSK. All I desire to say on this ques- 
tion is, that | think it is due to Arkansas that the 
Senate should consider the billnow. It was passed 
at the last session of Congress by the House of 
Representatives, and has been slurred over till the 
resent time, here. If itis not passed now, it 
will fail entirely, as a matter of course. It grants 
no more to the State of Arkansas than has been 
rranted to other States, and no more than puts 
her on an equality with other States with regard 
to the aid given for their improvements. 1 think 

s due to Arkansas, and will not operate so as 
to be any hardship upon any other State. I think 
there should be action upon it, and that it should 
he either passed or rejected at once. I hope that 
if the consideration of the bill is postponed, it may 
be to some day when we shall certainly act upon 
it, one way or the other. 

Mr. GWIN. We discussed this question about 

ranting alternate sections of land for railroads, 
yr months at the last session, and nothing new 
can possibly be said upon the subject. I do hope 
that inasmuch as Arkansas has been sufficiently 
successful to get this bill sent here from the House, 
we may take it up and vote upon it. I hope that, 
as we have spent months in discussing a proposi- 
tion equivalent to the one mentioned by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, we may now have a vote on 
this bill without discussion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have promised that I 
will not discuss it, and that I will not interpose 
any obstruction to considering the bill. I am will- 
ing to proceed with it now, if such be the pleasure 
of the Senate. All I ask is, that the amendment 
may be offered and voted upon. I promised not 
to discuss it. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will inform the 
Senator, that the bill is now before the Senate as 
in Committee of the Whole, and is open to amend- 
ment. 

Mr. FELCH. I have no objection to fixing a 
day for the consideration of this bill, and taking 
it up when the day arrives; but if the Senator 
from Kentucky designs to offer the amendment 
which he suggests, which proposes the distribu- 
tion of the lands among the old States, and the 
new also, it will be a subject of discussion. That 
Senator, I recollect, discussed that question at the 
last session, at great length; and, of course, if it 
is again brought up before the Senate, before the 
vote is taken, there will be something said on the 
other side. I know, also, that there are other 
amendments to be offered to this bill. I know 
that a Senator, who is not now in his seat, designs 
to offer one. I hope, therefore, that the Senator 
from Arkansas will consent to the postponement 
of the bill to a future day. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I hope not. I hope the bill 
will be acted upon now. It will occupy a great 
deal more time if we decide to act upon it hereaf- 
ter. To save time, therefore, I hope it will be 
acted upon now; and I trust my friend from Ken- 
tucky will not bring up the question which he pro- 
poses upon this bill. There are various bills upon 


r 
i 


which he can try it. The bill itself, which he pro- | 


poses to offer as an amendment, is now on our 
tables. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CHASE. The bill commonly known as 
** Bennett’s land bill,’’ will undoubtedly lead to a 
great deal of discussion. The bil! of the Senator 
from Arkansas has been debated time and time 
again; its principles have been settled over and 
over again, It seems to me that the Senator trom 
Kentucky will not persevere in pressing his amend- 
ment, which is a House bill, to the bill of the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas, when that billitself can be taken 
up at any ume hereafter forconsideration. Itseems 
to me that it is evidently unjust, and I am sure he 
would be the very last man in this body to commit 
any designed injustice with regard to the bill be- 
fore us. My own position, in regard to the 
bill, would have been such as to compel me to 
vote against it; but when the Senate has fully con- 
sidered the whole subject, and made up its mind 
upon the principle, and has passed other similar 
bills, it seems to be wrong that we should delay 
the consideration of the bill of the Senator from 
Arkansas, for the purpose of making to it any 
amendment whatever. I trust, therefore, we shall 
act upon the bill, and act upon it at once, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I do not intend to dis- 
cuss the measure, as | have said, but | must be 
permitted to say a word in reply to the gentleman 
from Ohio. The bills making grants of lands to 
the States, which passed the Senate at the last 
session, and were sent to the House, were, as | 
understand, acted upon by that House, and the 
bill to which I referred, Bennett’s land bill, as it 
is called, was substituted for them. lunderstood 
that that was the policy, if not the technical ac- 
tion of the House. The Bennett land bill makes 
provision for Arkansas; and if she gets the pro- 
vision contained in this bill, in addition to that of 
Bennett’s land bill, as I understand, she will get 
a double portion. Is not that so? 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. If the Senator will allow 


| me, I will say to him that he is entirely in error 


on that point. I have examined Bennett’s land 
bill, and it provides precisely for the same roads 
in Arkansas as this bill, and for one additional 
road. It has a further provision, that the lands 
granted to any State by bills passed at this ses- 
sion of Congress, are to be deducted from the 
amount granted by that bill; so that there can be 
no difficulty whatever on that score. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then if that be so I 
have labored under a mistake in regard to that 
point, and I will not offer Bennett’s land bill as a 
substitute for this, but I will allow this to be 
passed by itself. 

At the request of Mr. BRIGHT the bill was 
read through. It proposes grants of alternate sec- 
tions of land for six miles on each side of the 
road, and is, in its details, similar to other bills of 
the same nature, which have been heretofore be- 
fore the Senate. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I wish to inquire of 
the Senator from Arkansas if the roads as pro- 
vided for in this bill, and the bill itself, meet the 
approbation of his colleague, [Mr. Bortanp,] who 
is not now in his seat? 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I will answer the inquiry 
so faras I know the facts. My colleague introduced 
at the last session, and procured their passage 
through this body, bills for a system of roads cor- 
responding precisely to those embraced in this bill, 
with the exception of about one fourth. ‘Three 
fourths of the road or roads provided for in this bill 
were included in the bills which were passed by the 
Senate at the last session. The difference sim- 
ply is, that his bills provided for the termination 
of but one road upon the Mississippi, and this 
provides, in addition to that, for one to end op- 
posite Cairo. I would say further to my friend 
from Iowa, that the difference between the bills 
of my colleague in the Senate [Mr. Bortanp] 
and my colleague in the House [Mr. Jounson] 
was the subject of some discussion in the Arkansas 
Legislature. 1 am not informed that they have in- 
structed for either; but they have passed acts for 
the incorporation of a company or companies to 
construct the very roads for which this bill pro- 
vides; and I am acting upon that as an indication 
of the acquiescence of the Legislature in this 
scheme. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. My purpose was not 
to oppose this road, or this bill. { wished simply 
to know whether the Senator from Arkansas, not 
now present, was in favor of it. I presumed 
that he was, or else the other Senator from that 


State, who is present, would hardly have moved | 
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to take it up now, in the absence ot his col- 


: i 
ieavue. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 


coheague upon the matter, and | understood from 


I have conferred with my 


he would offer no o ym to this bill 


Lie declined taking its paternity, but was willing 


\ 
him that 


ppositl 


to allow me to take just such a course in regard 
to itasmy judgment might sanction, and [| have 
cone Dh. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, Mr. President, | made 
the inquiry because of a conversation to which 
the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Bor ANO,]} not 
now in his seat, the Senator from Michigan,| Mr. 
'eccu,} the chairman of the Committee on Pub- 
le Lands, and myself, were parties, at d not with 
any view to embarrass my worthy friend who 
is so solicitous for the passage of this bill. 

Mr. President, (Me. A re HISON being in the 


chair,) you well remember that, although at the 
last session of Congress the House of Represent- 
atives treated the State 


the 


come with 
most manifest injustice, I nevertheless aided you 


whence I 


with my voice and vote in eflecting the passage 
of your Missouri land bill. 
House by a very large majority on one day, and 
on the next the lowa bill, with the same number 
of roads, (two,) with exactly similar provisions 
like quantity 
of land, was voted down and killed by an equally 
large majority. 

When struggling for the lowa bill, which passed 
this body before any other at the last session, I 
declared that | wished it to pass or be rejected on 
its own merits, and that if defeated, | should sus- 
tain the Missouri and Arkansas bills, which were 
then pending in this body, and behind ours, with 


‘hat bill passed the 


in all respects, and appropriating a 


the same alacrity and rood will that Ididy iv own, 
I then wanted, and now want, all these measures 


to stand upon their own merits—being then, as 


now, opposed to ** log-relling’’ through, or « urry- 
ing them through in an omnibus I still intend to 
act in the same spirit, and not to play the part of 
the dof® inthe manger. | will not attempt to amend 


this bill, or to obstruct its passage, notw ithstand- 
ing it has another appropriation for Missouri, be- 
sides the one for Arkansas. 


But Ido nere, in my 


place, seize the occasion to enter my solemn pro- 
test against the injustice that has been done the 
State which | in part represe Be bv the coérdin ite 
branch of Congress—the House of Representa- 


tives. 

Another reason why I vote f 
cause I cannot turn a deaf ear to the impass 
appeals which have been made 
lant and able Representative from Arkansas [Mr 


ll 1s, be- 


ioned 


\ \ ' 
to me by the gai 


ir this bi 


Jounson] not to amend his bill, and thus send it 
back to the House of Representatives—that crave 
of the new State land bills 

Mr. GEYER. I desire to say, Mr. President, 
that I do not regard this bill as containing any 


the benefit of the State 


provisions whatever for 
of Missouri. I do not sur 
ever be made from the southwestern boundary 
line of Arkansas to the mouth of the Ohio, and if 
it were not that it would embarrass this bill to send 
it back to the Llouse of Repre 
and because if t! 


nose that the roed w 


sentatives with an 


amendment, at course should be 
pursued, [ fear that it would not be passed at all 
thus Arkansas would be 
procure an appropri- 
ation for roads within that State, ] should offer an 
amendment to the bill providing, that of 
road running to Cairo, mouth of the 
Ohio, it should ran from Little Rock to St. Louis. 
It would then be a part of the Mississippi Valley 
road, which is of great interest to all the States on 
the western side of the Mississippi. I shall not, 
however, under the circumstances, propose any 
such amendment. I rose, Mr. President, for the 
purpose of saying that I do not regard this bill as 
makine any grant of land for the benefit of the 
State of Missouri. 

Mr. FELCH. I shall interpose no objection to 
the passage of this bill, but I wish to say this much: 
Everybody knows that, like my friend from Iowa, 
I have stood by these bills from first to last. [ 
am sorry, however, that the Senator from Arkan- 
sas proposes final action upon this bill to-day. I 
know that the representatives of States who have 
been provided for by the bills which passed the 
Senate, but which did not pass the House, and 
which are equally meritorious with those which 
have received the favor of both Houses, would de- 
sire to look into this matter before there be final 


at this session, and that 
defeated in her attempt to 
nstead 


it the 


the 
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action upon this bill. J know that my colleague 
{Mr. Cass] proposes to do 80, though I am not 
able to say that he would offer any amendment to 
this bill, if he were here. But as-the Senate seem 
disposed to act on the matter now, I shall not cer- 
tainly interpose objection. [ regret, however, that 
after my friend has called up this bill merely, as I 
understood, to assign a day for action upon it, he 
has seen fit to go on and press it toa final vote. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. A single word only, in 
explanation of my own course in this matter. I 
regret that the course which I have thought proper 
to pursue has been the subject of misconception on 
the part of my honorable and worthy friend from 
Michigan. It was not certainly my intention to 
press the bill to a vote to-day, as I gave my friends 
to understand, if there was opposition from the 
Senator from Kentucky, by interposing the Ben- 
nett land bill as an amendment to this; but as soon 
as that, which | understood was the only formi- 
dable opposition, was withdrawn, [ could certainly 
see no reason for delay; nor could I see anything 
ungenerous in pressing the bill. It is a bill of 
great interest to the State which I represent, and 
I did not feel myself at liberty on trifling and un- 
important grounds, when there seemed to be no 
serious opposition to the bill, to compromise the 
interests of my State. If I know myself, I am 
incapable of doing an ungenerous act, and | fee! 
that I have not done so in this instance. I regret 
that the honorable Senator from Michigan has 
thought proper to allude, even in the gentle terms 
which he used, to the misconception on his part 
in respect to this matter. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Haves, its Chief Clerk, an- 
nouncing that it had passed a bill to change the 
name of the steamboat Forest City. 

Also, that it concurred in the resolution of the 
Senate respecting the mode of counting the votes 
for President and Vice President of the United 
States, and had appointed Mr. Georce W. Jones, 
of ‘Tennessee, and Mr. Cuanpuier, of Pennsylva- 
nia, tellers on their part. 


ARSENAL IN NEW CASTLE. 

Mr. BAYARD. lLask the Senate to take up 
this morning the bill ‘* granting and reconveying 
the arsenal, in the town of New Castle, State of 
Delaware, to the trustees of said town, and their 
successors.’’ It isa bill to which I suppose there 
will be no opposition, but if there should be, I 
shall consent to its postponement. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I supposed that it was the 
common understanding of the Senate that I was to 
have half an hour this morning to take up the 
House bill, which has been reported from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, regulating costs and 
fees in the United States courts. I hope the Sen- 
ator will not persist in his motion. 

Mr. BAYARD. If my bill occupies three min- 
utes I will consent to give way. 

Mr. SHIELDS. [ hope the motion of the 
Senator from Delaware will be agreed to. The 
Department has been consulted in regard to his 
bill, and there is no opposition to it. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. BAYARD. I would state in a very few 
words—— 

Mr. SHIELDS. If the honorable Senator will 
permit me, I will state this: The town of New 
Castle granted this land to the United States for 
an arsenal, and the United States has abandoned 
it and can make no use of it, and it is now pro- 
posed to restore it again to that town. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


THE FEE BILL. 

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill from the House of Representatives, to 
regulate the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, 
marshals, and attorneys of the circuit and district 
courts of the United States, and for other pur- 


poses. 
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be read 
through for information. 


pensed with. We all have read the bill, and all 
understand it. Itis along one, and there will be 
a great waste of time if it be read through. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I hope the amendments 
of the Judiciary Committee will be read and acted 


upon. 
The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
that course will be pursued. 


Mr. BROOKE. I hope the bill will be read. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill must be read if 
any Senator desires it. 

After the reading of the bill had been continued 
for some time 

Mr. GWIN. I understand that the Senator 
from Mississippi withdraws his objection. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to hear the bill read. 

Mr. BROOKE. With the consent of the Sen- 
ator from Maine, I move that the further consid- 
eration of the bill be postponed until Monday at 
half past twelve o’clock. 


Mr. BRADBURY. At the suggestion of the 


Senator from Mississippi, who said he wished to | 


propose an amendment, I stated to him that I 


would be willing, after the adoption or considera- | 


tion of the amendments reported by the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to have the bill postponed, and 
made the special order for Monday at half past 
twelve o’clock; but I hope that the reading will 
be dispensed with, and the amendments be now 
considered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I should like to hear the bill 
read, and I intend, before I vote upon it, to read it 
for myself, or to have it read by the Secretary for 
our information; but as there is a motion made to 
postpone, [ am willing to allow that question to 
be taken. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion to postpone the bill, and make it the spe- 
cial order for half past twelve o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. SEWARD. I would suggest that there 
are already two special orders for Monday next. 

Mr. HALE. I hope this bill will not be post- 
poned. 
that ought to be passed, and that ought to receive 
the prompt consideration of the Senate, it is this 
bill. The object of it is to prevent piracies not on 
the high seas, but upon the National Treasury. It 
has been prepared with great care and attention. 
Some statistics that were submitted to the com- 


If there is a single bill before the Senate | 


mittee which framed this bill, show that fees to | 


the amount of $9,000 were charged by a marshal 
in a single case in one district for a few days, or 
few weeks’ services atthe most. The $9,000 were 
not only charged but paid. There is the most 
enormous system of frauds and piracies perpe- 


trated under the anomalous mode of collecting | 


fees in the United States courts than is to be found 
anywhere, This bill is to remedy that difficulty. 
It has been prepared with great care, and the evil 
which it is proposed to remove is a crying evil. I 
hope the bill will not be postponed. 

Mr. RUSK. If there was any possibility of 


coming to a decision upon the bill within any rea- | 


sonable time, I should not vote for the postpone- 
ment; but every one must see that we cannot do 
it. It will occupy nearly an hour, I am informed, 
to read the bill, it is so very long. Then there 
are various amendments to it proposed by the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Every Senator must 
remember that a bill of this sort which was intro- 
duced here a few years ago by the Committee on 
the Judiciary, was debated for weeks. Under 
such circumstances, as we are encroaching upon 
the hour for the special order upon which the 


honorable Senator from South Carolina [Mr. But- | 


LER] has the floor and is ready to go on, I shall 
certainly vote to postpone. 


merely. I think the friends of the measure had 
better agree to the proposition to postpone. 

Mr BRADBURY. 
proposition of the kind, if it is the understanding 
that we are to have the bill considered at the time 
to which it may be postponed, and that we are 
not to be defeated in its consideration by any 


| course that may be pursued for the consumption 
| of time. This is a bill which has been a er 


acterized by the Senator from New Hampshire as 
one to prevent frauds and piracies upon the pub- 
lic Treasury. [tis animportant bill. I amaware 
that communications have been made to various 
Senators, representing that the bill destroys many 


of the offices, or does not give them requisitecom- |! 


I will not object to any | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. GWIN. I hope the reading will be dis- | 
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ensation; but it is an improper represe; tation 
he bill gives ample compensation for ev; ry Ser. 
vice rendered, but it is designed to prevent thos, 
frauds which have grown up in recent years 
With the understanding that we may have its eon, 
sideration on Monday, I will not press its further 
consideration now, because I know that the hon. 
orable Senator from South Carolina desires +), 
floor upon another subject. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest ; 
the Senator from Maine to postpone the bill jy 
Tuesday. It willbe remembered that yesterday 
the Senator from Alabama, (Mr. CLemens,] who 
has been absent from the Chamber for along whi}, 
on account of sickness, came to the Senate. ang 
notified us that on Monday he would c 


ate, and 
All Up the 


joint resolutions on the subject of the Monro. 


doctrine and the Cuba question, and, therefore. | 
would suggest to the Senator from Maine to pos. 
pone his bill till Tuesday next. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until Tuesday. 
and make it the special order for half past twelye 
o’clock on that day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, ;: 
sumed the consideration of the bill for the pro- 
tection of the emigrant route and a telegraphic 
line, and for an overland mail between the Mis 


| souri river and the settlements in California and 


Oregon. 

The question was debated by Mr. BUTLER 
and Mr. BELL until three o’clock, when the lat 
ter gentleman gave way without finishing, and 
the Senate adjourned. [This debate will be found 
in the Appendix. ] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Satrurpay, February 5, 1853. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m 
by the Rev. James GaLLaner. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

The SPEAKER. The first business in orde 

is the consideration of the bill for the relief of Pat- 


rick Gass, which has been reported from a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 


REGISTER TO THE BARK FANNY. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I ask the unani 
mous consent of the House to take up Senate bill 
No. 584, which provides simply for authorizing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue a registe! 
to the British bark Fanny, and that it may be put 
upon its passage. 

No objection was made, and the bill was taken 
up and read a first and second time by its title, as 
follows: 

‘An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a register to the British bark Fanny, under the name 
of the Golden Mirror.’’ 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was subsequently read a third time 
and passed. 


Prayer 


JOHN A. LYNCH. 
Mr. NABERS. [ask the unanimous consen' 


| of the House to take up and pass Senate bill No 


360, forthe relief of the widow of John A. Lynch 
The report in the case is short. I ask that it may 
be read, and then I presume there will be no ob- 
jection to the passage of the bill. If the matter 
shall consume any time, I will not insist upon it. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken uy 
for consideration. 

The report, which was read, shows that the 


: | ialist clai ensatio r Services as a 
No good will be ac- || memorialist claims compensation for service 


complished by discussing a bill for a short time | 


clerk in the Treasury Department, from the tenth 
day of August to the seventh of December, 1546, 
at three dollars per day—$306. That Mr. Young, 
at that time Chief Clerk of the Department, cer- 
tified *‘that Mr. Lynch was employed from Au 
gust tenth to seventh December, 1846, and for 
which no pay was received.”’ 

Mr. NABERS. I will remark to the House 
that Mr. Lynch died a few days before the passage 
of the bill by the Senate, and he leaves a widow 
who asks this relief. 

The bill was then read a first and second time 
.by its title, and ordered to a third reading, and it 
was subsequently read a third time and passed 

THE STEAMER FOREST CITY. 
Mr. STUART. [ask the unanimous consent 
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he House to present a bill. 1 wish to state to 
e House, in a few words, that the bill I propose 
ntroduce, is to change the name of the steam- 
. Forest City to that of Bay City. The own- 
boat wish to put her upon the route 
Detroit and Sandusky City, which cannot 
done without a change of the name. I hope 
, will be no objection, as navigation is soon to 
oy. and this change should be made immedi- 


No objection being made, the bill was intro- 
_and read a first and second time by its title, 
4n act to change the name of the steamboat Forest 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 

id a third time; and having been engrossed, it 

was subsequently read a third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. MACE, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 

es of the House the petition and papers of Ann A. Allen, 

purpose of returning them to the petitioner.” 

Mr. GOODENOW. I ask the unanimous 
ent of the House to take up and pass Senate 
No. 224, to amend an act to extend the pro- 

ions of an act entitled ** An act for the relief of 

the widows and orphansof the United States offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines, of the United States 
schooner Grampus.”’ 

Mr. LETCHER 

f business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
is the consideration of the report of the Com- 

mittee on Printing. 

Mr. GOODENOW. [do not understand the 

ntleman from Virginia to object to my proposi- 


I call for the rezular order 


n. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly his call for the 
ecular order of business is an objection. 

Mr. GOODENOW. | appeal to the gentleman 
from Virginia to allow the bill to be taken up. 

Mr. LETCHER. The objection has to come 
from some source, and I think it may as well 

yme from this quarter as any other. 

Mr.GORMAN. I withdraw the motion here- 
tofore made to recommit the bill reported from the 
Committee on Printing, and will say to the House 
that if there is any member who desires to offer 

amendment to the bill, I will allow them to 

me in before I call the previous question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. How does the 
rentleman propose to fill the blanks in the bill ? 

Mr. GORMAN. The blanks relate to the 
number of copies, and can be filled by the Senate. 
The committee have filled the blanks pertaining 
to the House with ten thousand copies. 


Mr. VENABLE. [ask that the bill be read. 
Mr. GORMAN. I hope the joint resolution 
will be read, as gentlemen desire it. 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the “returns of the Seventh Census,’’ as required to 
be taken under the provisions of the act entitled ** An act 
providing for taking the seventh and subsequent censuses 
of the United States,’? &e., approved May 23, 1850, and 
the act supplementary to the same, approved August 30, 
“50, and nothing more nor less than the returns so ordered 

) be taken, be printed by the public printer; and that there 
be printed, in addition to the number of public documents 
isually ordered by each House, ten thousand copies for the 
use of the House of Representatives, and thousand 

pies for the use of the Senate: Provided, That the cost 

f composition for plain matter shall not exceed the sum of 
‘Ixty-two and a half cents per thousand ems, the cost of 
composition fortabular statements shall not exceed the sum 
1 seventy cents per thousand ems, and the cost of press 
work shall not exceed the sum of —— cents per thousand 

uarto pages. 

Resolved further, That the entire work hereinbefore or- 
dered shall be printed in acompact quarto form, upon paper 
measuring not less than twenty-six by thirty-eight inches, 
Weighing forty-eight pounds to the ream of four hundred 
and eighty sheets, and of the quality now used for fhe extra 
copies of documents ordered to be priated by Congress; the 
ype to be used to be brevier, except for the headings of the 

everal columns of the tabular stitements, the notes, and 
such tables as will not appear to advantage in brevier, 
which shall be printed in nonpareil; and that, in all other 
respects, except those hereinbefore specified, the work shall 
be executed according to the provisions of the act entitled 
‘An act providing for executing the public printing, and 
establishing the prices thereof, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved August twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
two. | 

Resolved furthey, That the binding of the work herein- 
before mentioned shall be executed under the direction of 
the respective Committees on Printing for each House, and 
shall be paid for out of the contingent fund of the two Houses 
of Congress, as is now prescribed by law. 


The SPEAKER. The question is upon order- 
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ing the joint resolution to be engrossed and read a 
third time. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. How does the 
gentleman propose to fill the blank in reference to 
the = of press-work? 


Mr. GORMAN. That will depend upon the 
number of copies ordered. The prices are fixed 
by law. Itis so much for ten thousand copies, 
and after that a discount up to twenty thousand, 
and a still further discount for all over th 
amount. 

Mr. STEPHENS. How much is th ympo- 
sition? 

Mr. GORMAN. As the bill now stands it is 


sixty-two and a half cents per thousand ems for 
plain matter, and seventy cents for rule and fig 
ure. But the priceof the pres 

upon the number of copies which may be « 
by the Senate. If they order ten thousand more 
copies, the price of the press-work will be less 
than if ten thousand only are 
order twenty thousand the 
with a still less sum. 

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown 
suggests that he has an amendment to offer, and | 
yield the floor to allow him to do so; before I sit 
down, however, I shall call for the previous q 
tion. 


The SPEAKER. 


-work will depend 


rdered 


ordered; and if they 


blank will be filled 


The amendment can b ao 


offered only by unanimous consent. It is ne 
tent for the gentleman from Indiana himself {Mr. 


Gorman] to offer an amendment and call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not des 
amendment if | am not to be allowed to explain it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair made the remark 
in order to save the rights of other members 

Mr. TOOMBS. Does the gentleman fro 
diana intend to make a speech 

Mr. GORMAN. I do not intend 
speech at all. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object most decidedly to the 
mode of legislation, by which important measures 
are brought before this House,and pressed through 
under the previous question, without the House 
knowing anything about them, and with no op- 
portunity for debate. Such legislation is disgrace- 
ful in the last degree to the House of Represent- 
atives. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
not mean to say that I would do any 
graceful to the House of Representatives ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Notatall. I refer tothe mode 
of legislation. 

Mr. GORMAN. All I have to say is, that this 
subject of public printing has been before this 
House again and again. I! have no disposition to 
suppress debate, and | now give notice to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, and every other gentleman, 
that if there be objection to my calling the pre- 
vious question, I shall not do so. 

Mr. VENABLE. Ido not wish the ventleman 
to call the previous question. 

Mr. GORMAN. Very well, then, [ shall not 
do it, but shall let gentlemen discuss the resolution: 
but perhaps it is due to the House that I should 
make a brief explanation of the bill 
mittee understand it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think it is due to the House 
that the gentleman should explain the bill. I do 
object to a measure coming from a committee be- 
ing pressed through the House without discussion, 
or even a statement of the objects of the bill 
the committee. 

Mr. GORMAN. There is before the House a 
written report on the subject. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of IHinois. Idesire to pro- 

ound an interrogatory to the gentleman. 

Mr. GORMAN. Permit me to make a state- 
ment of the facts of the case, and I will yield to 
ax’ inquiry. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I merely desire to know 
of the gentleman whether these reports will be 
printed during the present session? and, if they be 
not printed during the present session, whether 
the members of the present Congress will be en 
titled to their distribution ? 

Mr. GORMAN. If they be ordered by the 
present Congress the members of the present Con- 
gress will be entitled to their distribution. If they 
be not ordered until the next Congress, the mem- 
bers of the present Congress will not be entitled 
to that distribution. That, I believe, is a com- 
plete answer to the centleman’s interrozatory 
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satisfied with the 


~~. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I 
gentleman’s reply. 

Mr. GORMAN. I desire to call the attention 
of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomns] to 
the fact, that the provisions of the joint resolution 
now under consideration are based entirely upon 
the | snow paid to the public printer under the 
law. For the purpose of placing before the coun- 
try a statement of those prices, l ask that the letter 
I have received from the Superintendent of Public 
Printing | e read at the Clerk’s desk 


am 


rice 


The letter was read by the Clerk, as follows: 
YF & SUPreRInTeNnDENT Poestic PRINTING, }? 
February 5, 1853. ‘ 
Sik: In reply to your not this morning making the 
inquiry ** whether there uivihing in the prices fixed by 
law for the public printing which would form a correct ba 


sts for printing the cens 
that so far as the « 
fixed by the present law 


is arrived at by making 


us in quarto form,’’ | have to state, 
omposition is concerned the prices are 

The price for press-work 
uarto pages equal to sixteen 


those 


eight 


octavo pages, which, so far as the cost of printing the census 
is concerned, is the true basis under that law; and in an 
wer to the further inquiry ‘**‘ whether the bill now before 
l House corr sponds to those prices,’’? | have to state 
that they dO, as explaine labor 

I ha the honor to be, very respecifully, your obedient 
erval JOHN T. TOWERS, 


Superintendent Public Printing. 

Hon. W. A. Gor House of Representatives. 

ir. GORMAN, (resuming sy the resolution 
which passed this body a few days ago, the Com- 
mittee on Printine were directed to inquire and to 
report to the House with regard to the propriety 
r the Seventh Census, what it would 
cost per copy under the prices now given by law 
to the public printer, and what it would cost if 
printed elsewhere. When that resolution passed 
it was to be an advertisement to the 
country— it went into all the newspapers 

for bids to ent to the committee. Accord 
ingly, several publishers have submitted formal 
bids fér the execution of the work. Lippincott, 
Grambo & Co., ofthe city of Philadelphia, have 
made bids, which bids are in full set forth in the 
| committee. 
That firm, it will be found by a reference to the 
figures in the report, propose to execute the print- 
ing of ten thousand copies of one thousand pages 
each of statistical matter for $22,000, while for 
the same number of copies of the same number of 
pages the public printer would ret, acce rding to 
the calculation of the Superintendent of the Pub 
lic Printing, including the cost to the Government 
for paper, $19,163. ‘The Superintendent declares 
that his caleulations are correct mill. Of 
course this is left tothe judgment of members. It 
cannot be expected that I should be in possession 
of all the technicalities and peculiar customs of 
those engaged in thisart. I might study a year 
before I could make myself thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the manner in which these printers caleu 
late. But the calculations I shall with 
reference to the public printing are made by the 


Superintendent who has been appointed under the 


MAN, 


of publishim 
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because 
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report of the 


to a 


prese ne 


law of the last session. 

I will now make a comparison between the bids 
of Lippincott, Grambo & Co., and the price of 
the public printer under the law. Lippincott, 
Grambo & Co., propose to print ten thousand 
copies for $22,000. The price of the public prin- 
ter (which includes the paper) would be $19,163. 
That firm propose to print twenty thousand copies 
for $36,400, whilst for the printing of the same 
number General Armstrong would receive under 
his contract $32,564—less the amount paid by the 
Government for the paper. Subsequent to the 
opening of the bids and the publication of this 
joint resolution, and the fixing of the prices, I have 
received another bid from the firm of Lippincott, 
Grambo & Co., to execute this job for $400 less 
than the price of the public printer. Those gen- 
tlemen in that bid offer to do the composition and 
press-work of ten thousand copies for $9,712. The 
paper for that number of copies, it is estimated, 
would cost $9,077, and the price of the public 

rinter being $19,163, it will be seen that this bid 
is less by $400. 

Before the committee reported this joint resolu- 
tion, a gentleman came into the committee room 
and stated that he had a bid to make. I stated to 
him that I would not submit the report until the 
latter part of the day if he would submit his bid 
previous to twelve o’clock. Hesaid that he would 
do so. We waited, but he did not come in with 
his bid until ailer the bids of Lippincott, Grambx 
& Co., and the statement of the Superintendent 
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of the Public Printing were printing. The firm 
to which he belong Parrish, Dunning, Mears 
& Co.—offers to print ten thousand copies for 
$14,700. Ifto that bid were added the freight of 
the books from Philadelphia, it would not be less 
than the price of the public printer, under the law, 
by more than 61,200. Your committee thought, 
notwithstanding that bid came in after the report 
had been made, it would state this fact to the 
Liouse. 

Now will any member, after Congress has es- 
tablished a printing bureau, caused the appoint- 
ment of a Superintendent of the Printing, fixed the 
price to be paid to the public printer for the public 
printing, and compelled him to expend between 
$50,000 and $60,000 in the outfit of a printing 
office, as General Armstrong has, that the public 
work might be properly executed, say that it is 
proper for us to accepta bid of $1,200 less than 
the price under the law, from any publisher other 
than the public printer? I think that it is not. 
Let me show to the House the reason for fixing 
the prices as they are fixed in the joint resolution; 
because this kind of work—rule and figure work 
—is that on which the Government has heretofore 
always been fleeced to death. We have fixed 
the prices precisely that there shall be no chance 
for dodging, and that the Superintendent of the 
Public Printing shall require the work to be exe- 
cuted in a peculiar manner, and thus to afford him 
no opportunity to construe the resolution so as to 
give the benefit of what printers call ** fat.’”? That 
word ** fat,’’ in printing, seems to apply to a large 
margin, without any printing on it. 

I will now state to a mill what the cost will be to 
the public printer and what his profits will amount 
to. To print ten thousand copies, one thousand 
three hundred and thirty reams of paper will be 
required, which, at $6,52; per ream, will cost 
$9,077. Then the composition for the rule and fig- 
ure work at forty cents per thousand ems, would 
cost the printer $1,850. The press-work for one 
thousand three hundred and thirty reams at two 
dollars per ream, would cost $2,660. And, there- 
fore, the actual outlay would be $4,917 25; and 


add $9,077 for paper, which will make $13,994 25. 
This does not include lights, superintendent’s 
wages, wear and tear of material, and many inci- 
dental expenses not enumerated. For this work 
the public printer will receive under the law, | 
$10,086, which, with the cost of the paper, will 
make up the sum of $19,163. We followed pre- 
cisely a certain rule of calculation, which, for my 
life, |cannot explain. You were greatly alarmed, 
I suppose, by being informed heretofore that the 
printing of this census was going to cost $150,000. 
Large calculations were made in the Democratic 
Review. That journal stated it was going to be a 
large speculation, and was going to cost the Gov- 
ernment $200,000. 

We have shown by the report that the printing 
cannot by any contingency cost one thousandth 
part of a mill more than the present calculation, 
unless you resolve to print more matter and more 
copies. If you resolve to print more copies, the 
cost will be more; and if less, the cost will be 
less. ‘The committee have concluded unanimously 


against publishing any of the historical part of the || 


census prepared by the Superintendent of the Cen- 
sus Bureau, a specimen of which, with relation 
to the State of Maryland, was laid on the table 
of each member. ‘The Committee on Printing on 
the part of the House of Representatives, having 
in view their duties towards this body, unani- 
mously concluded to publish only what statistics 
were ordered to be taken by the Jaw authorizing 
the taking of the Seventh Census—nothing more 
and nothing less. Now, 1 have shown you to a 
mill what it will cost the public printer to execute 
this printing, and what we propose to give him 
for its execution, from which you can calculate 
what will be his profits. 

In that calculation of the cost there is no insur- 
ance, no wear and tear of material, no rent for 
office, and no expense for candles, fuel, gas, &c., 
counted. Three per cent. only is added, and you 
give the printer only a profit of $2,500 on ten 
thousand copies. The nearer you approach to- 
wards twenty thousand copies the more profit you 
give the printer; but the printing of thirty thousand 
copies will cost you less than the printing of twen- 
ty thousand copies. Though strange, that is a true 
declaration. When I say it will cost less, I do 
not mean in proportion. The public printer will | 
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| to do it like honorable and just men, and do it at 
| count, that you make the public printer print 


' thousand copies of the agricultural and mechan- 







get a less number of dollars for printing thirty | experience has been, that you finally pay him 
thousand copies of this census than for printing | whatever he asks. That has been done several 
twenty thousand copies. The Government pur- | times. Engage him upon what terms you please. : 
chases the paper by its superintendent, and fur- | and you will pay in the end what he asks, |; 


nishes it tothe printer. And now let me show you 
how it is that the cost is less for thirty thousand 
copies. During the last session the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Marsuatt] reported a bill 
to the House fixing the prices to be paid for the 
public printing on statements sworn to before the 
Commiitee on Printing, from printers of New 
York, Philadelphia, and Washington. Those 
prices were considered by that committee to be 
fair ones. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I want to know if we print 
forty thousand copies whether the cost will be 
sull less? 

Mr. GORMAN. I do not desire to be inter- 
rupted at this point. The gentleman from South 
Carolina {Mr. Orr] submitted an amendment for 
a reduction of forty per cent., which amendment 
was adopted. When you order over twenty thou- 
sand copies, your Superintendent commences and 
deducts forty per cent. from the number one up to 
twenty thousand, instead of commencing at twenty 
and deducting forty per cent. upon any number 
above twenty thousand copies. You make the 
public printer publish the whole proceedings for 
less than he is allowed for composition. If you 
wish to destroy him, publish thirty or forty thou- 
sand copies. The publishing of your Patent Of- 
fice Report, but for the peculiar manner in which 
it is printed, would involve him in a very heavy 
loss—thousands of dollars. My friend from Geor- 
gia here says that it is a good law. the printing, and the.latter part the binding. Ip 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is avery good check. It | regard to that, I suppose there will be no con. 
prevents any effort to procure orders for large | test, and I suppose 1 need not refer to anything 
editions of public documents. | which is not before us. The prices in this bill are 

Mr.GORMAN. My friend has given the rea- || substantially identical with the prices fixed by law, 
son exactly. I was about to remark that Con- || so far as they can be identical for this kind of 
gress is becoming a great book-making concern. | work, when there is nothing in the law in regard 
Will the gentleman allow me to say, for myself, || to it. The House of Representatives will bear in 
that I have given, by my votes, upon all occasions, || mind that when you passed the printing law you 
a check to this thing, and shall continue to do so? || exrepted the census; but you did not except the 
What is proposed to be printed by outsiders? || census from the public printer beyond this, that 
One hundred thousand and as much as two hun- || you reserved to yourselves the manner of printing 
dred thousand copies. I have brought the num- || and the matter to be printed. Whether or not the 
ber down to the lowest amount, and I frankly || public printer is entitled to it under the law might 
confess to you that I believe it isa good law. It | be made a legal question. Our committee have 
will keep you from becoming a great monopoly | not decided that the public printer is legally enti- 
and book-making concern; but I beg of you not || tled to it. The question is a mooted one, and it 
to try the experiment upon our friend General | had friends on both sides. Thereis another thing 
Armstrong, unless you want to break him up at | to which I wish to call your attention. The Sen- 
the start. You ought to repay the forty per cent. || ate, in all probability, will publish about te: 
reduction improperly withheld from him under || thousand copies. They generally publish more 
construction of the law. You ought not to have || than wedo. We have left a blank to be filled up, 
any squeamishness about it. Gentlemen ought || depending upon the amount ordered by the Senate. 

If the Senate order as many as we do, that blank 
once. You say you will notdo it. Yousay you | will be filled with one price; if it is a less number 
have a law—that you do not want to legislate any | than ten thousand, it will be filled up by another 
more about public printing. You have got alaw. | price. 
| 
| 


makes no difference about theamount. You wil} 
get a conference committee at the end of the ss 
| sion, and pay him the amount claimed or asked 
Mr. GORMAN. I feel the force and corree;. 
ness of the gentleman’s remarks. The contrac: 
system only opens the door for men to pe: petrate 
frauds upon the Government. They will combine 
with agents around these Halls—they will combine 
| with the money power, and with every interes; 
which they can bring to bear to get a job—and a, 
last they will come in here and bid at prices at 
which they cannot do the press-work. The very 
next thing you see, there will be a bill introduced 
proposing to make up the actual losses. [| knew 
aman who did the public printing, and he cay 
demonstrate by figures as clear as the noonday 
sun, that there was an actual loss of $20,000, by: 
he has never got acent. I intended when J arose 
to confine myself to the question before the House. 
and I do not intend to be drawn into the discus. 
sion of any irrelevant points. I have never spoken 
to a question to which | have not confined my. 
self as far as I could to the point. I desire now 
that my friend from Mississippi [Mr. Brows) 
and this House shall have an opportunity of sean- 
ning this bill. There is one single point in which 
it needs amendment. Let it be offered, and let ys 
settle the matter to-day. 
Before I conclude my remarks, permit me to 
say, that the first part of this bill proposes simply 


sy actual calculation you can demonstrate, under Mr. HAVEN made a remark entirely inaudible 
the prices which you fix of forty per cent. dis- | to the Reporter. 
Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman isright. He 
| has the calculation which I should have had. The 
Superintendent of Printing furnished my friend 
from New York with a paper. I thought I had 
| it, but I could not lay my hands upon it at the 
‘time. It will be filled up, then, as stated by the 
gentleman from New York, at forty-five or thirty- 
seven and a half cents, depending upon the amount 
ordered by the Senate. I say to the House, that 
as soon as gentlemen discuss this question, | de- 
sire, at the proper time, to ask the floor, and call 
| the previous question. At this time I shall not, 
| for the reason that gentlemen desire to discuss the 
resolution. F 
I would not print one copy || Mr. CHANDLER. I wish to make a single 
of it. correction in the remarks of the gentleman from 
Mr. GORMAN. There is a large number of | Indians, that the proposals of the firm of Parrish 
the members who will insist upon one hundred || & Co. did not include conveyance of the books, 
thousand copies of your Patent Office Report. If | after they are printed, to thiscity. 
you intend to do justice, if you intend togetat | Mr.GORMAN. They excluded it in words. 
the real truth, you will require a committee to in- Mr. CHANDLER. I was not in the room 
vestigate whether the public printer is not literally | when the gentleman commenced his remarks. | 
ruined if you publish one or two hundred thousand | was instructed to say that their proposals are here. 
copies. Mr. GORMAN. They have excluded it. | 
Mr. TOOMBS. Will the gentleman allow me | have no doubt the gentlemen has friends in Phila- 
one remark? I am glad to hear the speech which | delphia who would like to come in for the job at 
he is making. I have no doubt that the effect of | four hundred dollars less than the prices of the 
this law will be to prevent the publishing of a great || public printer. ; 
many extra copies. So faras Lam myself con-|| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. With the per- 
cerned, I would print none of them. It makes no | mission of my friend from Indiana, (Mr. Gor- 
difference what you pay the public printer; for our || man,] I will state that a letter from those gentle- 


thirty thousand copies for less than you allow 
him for printing twenty thousand copies, of course 
not including the paper. It is a good law if the 
object be never to print more than twenty thou- 
sand; but you always want more than twenty 


ical parts of the Patent Office Report. My friend 
from Georgia suggests to me, in a quiet way, that 
it is all wrong, and that he would not print twenty 
thousand copies. 
Mr. TOOMBS. 
Mr. GORMAN. 
nomical than usual, 
Mr. TOOMBS. 


I would not. 
You are getting more eco- 
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men has been but this moment placed in my hands. 
They state: ‘Our offer is dated in W ashington, 
and we meant by that to deliver the copies free of 
all freight in this city.” This settles that matter, 
and the gentleman will see, by reference to their 
proposition to the committee, that it contains no 
statement by which it can be inferred that they 
design to charge for transportation, as he supposes. 

With the further indulgence of my friend, I 
wish to say, that it is not my design to take from 
the public printer any of the work ordered by 
Congress which he can execute, and especially the 
‘nting of the census returns. I am satisfied, 
ywever, from the information possessed by the 
mmittee on Printing, that the job in question 
-an be executed for a less sum than the estimate of 
the Superintendent of Public Printing, based upon 
the prices fixed in the joint resolution reported 
from the committee, and to be paid the public 
printer. 

The committee were required by the resolution 
of the House, to ascertain what the work could 
be executed for according to. the prices paid the 
public printer under the law, and also whether it 
could be done cheaper elsewhere. Lippincott, 
Grambo & Co., of Philadelphia, submitted to the 
committee a proposition to do the work, at prices 
which were considered by the Superintendent great- 
er than those of the public printer. These prices 
are contained in the report of the committee, and 
also the cost of the work, if done by the public 
printer, as estimated by theSuperintendent. An- 
other firm in Philadelphia, Parrish, Dunning, Mears 
& Co., said to be substantial men, have, since the 
report of the committee was made to the House, 
also submitted a proposition to do this work in 
the style, and upon as good material as is provi- 
ded for in the joint resolution, upon terms greatly 
cheaper than either those of the public printer or 
Lippincott, Grambo & Co. Ihave in my hand a 
table which shows the comparative rate of each 


proposition, which I submit to the consideration of 
the House: 


pr 
n 
C 


| Lippin- 
\ecott, Gram 
| bo & Co. 
10,000 copies Statistics, | 
volume, 1,000 pages.... 
20,000 copies Statistics, | 


Parrish, 
Dunning 
| & Mears. 


Public 


No. of Copies. Printer. 


$25,800 [919,163 | $14,700 


32,564 | 


7,700 
For the 2 volumes, includ- | —= 
ing letter press: 
10,000 copies, 2 volumes, 
1,000 pages each | 
20,000 copies, 2 volumes, 
1,000 pages each eos 


$39,600 1$35,076 | #27,800 


68,000 | 61,879 | 53,000 


It will be seen that the offer of Parrish, Dunning, 
Mears & Co., is about thirty-one per cent. be- 
low that of Lippincott, Grambo & Co., and 
twenty-seven per cent. below the cost which will 
be incurred if the public printer does the work. 
In printing ten thousand copies of the statistical 
part of the census returns, the Government will 
save by the prices of Parrish, Dunning, Mears, 
& Co., over those of the public printer, $4,463. 
If ten thousand copies of both historical and sta- 
tistical matter is published in two volumes, the 
saving will be $7,276; and if twenty thousand 
copies of both are published, we shall save $8,879; 
and in the same proportion for any greater num- 
ber. 

As | do not Wish to pay more for this work 
than a fair price, | have prepared and offer the 
following amendment: to strike out all after the | 
word ** of’? in the fourteenth line, and insert what 
I send to the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 
gentleman’s amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. I am not disposed to offer 
it unless it is in order, but will avail myself of 
another opportunity to present it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not wish to discuss the 
—s but I am very much indebted to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] for the in- | 
formation which he has given us upon the sub- 
ject. I objected to the class of legislation which | 
excluded and cut off other persons who have | 
turned their attention to the subject, from being | 
heard. I have been instructed by the gentleman’s | 
speech, and in a great deal I concur with him, 
and think it more than probable that I shall vote | 
with him against the printing of large editions. | 
Important legislation hag been crammed down our || 
throats during the whole of this session by the |) 


I object to the 
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mover of a measure calling the previous question. 
It is an abnegation really of all the rights and 
duties of the House of Representatives. Ido not 
refer especially to this case, but to the practice 
generally. 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Srvarr occupying the 
chair.) The Chair will state that he does not 
recognize the objection made by the gentleman 
from Mississippi {Mr. Brown] as presenting any 
obstacle to the reception of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, {[Mr. Srantown,] if the 
gentleman from Indiana is willing to yield the floor 
to enable it to be offered. 

Mr. BROWN. Do I understand the Chair to 
decide that a gentleman occupying the floor can 
yield it to another to offer an amendment? 

Mr. GORMAN. 1 do not yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Kentucky to offer that amend- 
ment. Iam not for the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. You have not heard it read 

et. 

Mr. GORMAN. Well, | am not in favor of it, 
if | at all understand what it is. 

Mr. STANTON. I have not explained what | 
It 1s yet. 

Mr. BROWN. I wish to have this question 
settled with regard to the amendment. The 
Speaker of the House has ruled 
Mr. MEADE. There is no such question pend- 
ing. 

Mr. BROWN. Yes, there is. 

Mr. MEADE. The gentleman from Indiana 
declines to yield the floor for the amendment to be 
offered. 

Mr. BROWN. 
order to raise. 

Mr. GORMAN. Iam going to conclude my 
remarks by merely referring to a single fact. You 
see that up to the very moment! entered this Hall, 
gentlemen are offering new bids. My colleague 
on the committee [Mr. Stanton] has got hold of 
a bid, the Lord knows when or where, but cer- 
tainly since heand | met last, which was a very 
short time ago. I have no doubt that the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Haven] has had other 
bids put into his hands. Why, at this rate, you 
may go on ad infinitum, until publishers will pro- 
pose to give you a bonus for permission to publish 
these returns. 

Mr. HAVEN. I beg leave to say to the chair- 
man of the committee, that I have received no 
such propositions at all. 

Mr. GORMAN. Well, sir, it was only a hy- 
pothesis. I did not state itas afact. I know that 
my friend agreed with me in the committee, and I | 
believe we were unanimous, until these bids accu- 
mulated in this way. I want the House to un- | 
derstand that propositions had been advertised for, 
and that the printers in making these propositions 
put their prices as low as they could do the work 
for. Lippincott & Co., thought, when first they 
bid, that their prices were about $5,000 under | 
those of the public printer. But when the calcu- | 
lations came out, they found that they were a little 
over his prices—the difference between $19,100 
and $22,000. Well, assoon as they found out that 
their bid was higher than the prices of the public | 
printer, they instantly made another bid, $400 less | 
than the prices paid to the public printer. Why 
did they not make that proposition at the start? 
Because they want to deprive the public printer of 
the job, and to get permission to do it themselves, 
and their only object is, to bid under the prices of 
the public printer. Let me tell gentlemen from the 
West who do not understand these mattters, that 
to my certain knowledge Lippincott & Co., of 
Philadelphia, will publish this book for nothing, 
rather than not get the job. They want to get it 
for the purpose of ida letig sale of the book in 
Europe. They are large publishers, and they | 
want to have the right to publish the book, that 
they may sell it in Europe. Nobody else could 
publish it without a very large subscription list; 
and therefore they would have a monopoly of the 


Then I have no question of | 


| sale in Europe. 


Mr. GOODENOW. Well, and what objection 
is there to that? 

Mr.GORMAN. Why, when we havea public 
printer who proposes to do this work for fair 
on I object to its being given to the monopo- 
ists and capitalists of the country, to enable them 
to ride over the ordinary men of the country, and | 
the mechanics of Washington city. They have 
it’ Philadelphia what is called the apprentice sys- 
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tem of compensation. A communication has been 
handed to me by a gentleman who has been in 
the city of Washington, engaged on the public 
printing of this country for the last fifteen or twenty 
years, and he assures me thatin Philadelphia they 
do, or have been doing, work on what is called 
the apprentice system, at about two thirds of the 
cost that it can be done for here. The pay for 
labor in Philadelphia is one third less than it is 
here. Now, will you take this, the legitimate bus- 
iness of the mechanics here, at the capital of the 
nation, whom you have invited here, and go abroad 
and give to others when you have established a 
printing office here by law, and made a bureau of 
it? [tell you now, thatif you give this job to Lip- 
pincott & Co., at half the prices of the public print- 
er, you will be cheated out of thousands of dollars 
before you know it. If you give it to them, they 
will spread out the number of pages unnecessa- 
rily, whereas if it is done here, under the eye of 
the Superintendent of Public Printing, it will be 
put into a compact form. 

I have here a statement, prepared by a gentle- 
man—lI may give his name—a practical printer. 
He is before me now in this House. He is the Re- 
porter sitting on that Chair—Mr. Curran. He 
makes thisstatement with regard to the apprentice 
system in Philadelphia, as it is called, and is will- 
ing to vouch for it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. GORMAN. I cannot yield to the gentle- 
man. 

The following is the scale of prices paid in the 
two cities for composition: 

In Philadelphia, for plain matter, one thousand 
ems, twenty-nine cents; brevier rule and figure 
work, fifty cents. 

In Washington, for plain matter, one thousand 
ems, forty cents; brevier rule and figure work, 
eighty cents. 

{Here a message was received from the Senate 
of the United States, by the hands of Assury 
Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, announcing that the 
Senate have passed bills of the following titles: 

An act granting to the Niagara Falls and Lake 
Ontario Railroad Company, the night of way 
through or along the river side of the military res- 
ervation at Fort Niagara, in the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of C. L. Swayze, in relation 
to the location of certain Choctaw scrip; 

An act to extend the warehousing system, by 
establishing private bonded warehouses, and for 
other purposes; and 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to issue a register to the American steamship 
Albatross. ] 
| Mr. BROOKS. With the permission of the 

| gentleman from Indiana, I should like to have that 
| bill with reference to bonded warehouses referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GORMAN. I cannot yield for that pur- 
pose now. I have said that the prices in Phila- 
delphia, for composition, are, for plain work, 
twenty-nine cents for one thousand ems, and fifty- 
eight cents for one thousand ems of brevier rule 
and figure work. In Washington, the prices 
are, for plain matter, forty cents, and for brevier 
rule and figure work, eighty cents—or nearly 
double the prices paid in Philadelphia. In Phila- 
delphia, the wages per week are ten dollars; here, 
twelve dollars. The communication referred to is 
as follows: 


Sin: Permit me, as a practical printer, to address you 
upon the subject of the census printing, and the printing of 
Congress generally. The prices established by the existing 
law, and those proposed by the joint resolution, are too low. 
They are, for small pica, sixty-two and a half cents per 
thousand ems; for brevier rule and figure work, seveniy 
cents per thousand ems. To establish this position I will 
present to you the following facts: 

The wages of the journeyman printer at Washington, ag 
established by the Columbia Typographica) Society, are: 
For composition, brevier pee furty cents per thousand 
ems; for breyier rule and figure, the kind of work on the 
census, eighty cents per thousand ems. 

It will be seen by the above statement, that the journey- 
man’s wages upon the brevier rule and figuce work—the 
same as the census—are higher, by fourteen per cent., than 
the prices proposed to be paid to the public printer. This 
kind of work is difficultand expensive. The rule used costs 
ten cents per foot, and each page quarto will take some 
twenty feet. When you come to add for the wages of fore 
man, proof-readers, maker-up, lights, wear and tear of ma 
terial, and other and numerous small expenses incident, it 
would carry the cot up to ninety cents per thousand ems, 
for which it is proposed to allow the public printer but sev- 
enty cents 

Is it right and proper that Congress shouid, after passing 
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a law fixing the prices, and inducing the public printer in 
virtue of his election under that law to invest yo0,000 In 
an establishment capable of executing the printing ¢ legantly 
and promptly, divert any portion ot that printing from him 
for execution in other cities? Is it right, even should offers 
be made to print at prices less than those fixed by the act 
of Congress? In the opinion of all reasonable men, it 
seems to me, such proceeding would be a violation of the 
plighted faith of Congress. But the prices at which Lip 

pincott & Grambo, I understand, propose to do the census 
printing are greater than those fixed by the law of Con 

gress, notwithstanding those publishers (not printers) have 
an advantage of twenty per cent. in the wages they pay to 
journeymen, if regular hands, when working by the week, 
or thirty-eight per cent. when working by the piece or per 
thousandems. 1n some of the offices in Philadelphia (not 
unlikely some of the bidders for the census printing from 
that city) they have to some extent another class of em 

ployees to which they do not pay the full prices according 
to the society or standard rates there; or in other words, 
they pay for composition two thirds only of the established 
reguiar rates. If Lippincott & Co. intend to have the work 
executed under that system, against which the regular com 

positors there have been contending for years, it will give 
them an additional advantage of thirty-three and one third 
per cent. over the public printer at Washington. 

The following is a scale of the prices paid in the two 
cities for composition : 

In Philadelphia, for brevier plain, per thousand ems, 
twenty-nine cents; for brevier rule and figure, per thousand 
ems, fifty-eight cents. 

In Washington, for brevier plain, per thousand ems, forty 
cents; for brevier rule and figure, per thousand ems, cighty 
eents. 

In Philadelphia, wages per week, $10. 

In Washington, wages per week, $12. 

The above would be the regular wages 
for the census printing. 

Should the census printing be executed in Philadelphia 
upon the weekly system of wages, they would even then 
have an advantage over the public printer, if regular hands 
be employed, of twenty per cent. ; and if irregular hands at 
two thirds wages, an additional thirty-three and one third 
per cent., or together fifty three per cent. The difference 
between the wages in those two cities would alone afford 
the Philadelphia publisher a handsome profit. / 

The issue here presented is this: Will Congress, after 
inducing the public printer to invest more than $50,000 in 
building up an establishment capable of executing the print 
ing with neatness and dispatch, for the purpose of saving 
a paltry sum of money, divert from him for execution in other 
cities, under a (problematical) cheap system, the largest 
job connected with the public printing? Will an Ameri 
can Congress do this, and thereby give encouragement to 
a system in Philadelphia by which the workingman is op- 
pressed? Willthey violate their plighted faith, and huckster 
out their work to what are called cheap publishers in other 
cities, when they must know that reckless, irresponsi 
ble, and unprineipled men, as a general rule, are the most 
likely to do the lowest bidding? ‘The man who will under 
take to do work at less than cost always expects to save 
himself by fraud upon the Government or oppression of the 
laberer. One or other of the alternatives he is bound to 
resort to to eave himself. This cheap system has always 
proved the dearest to Congress. Will Congress so act as 


in the two cities 


to deprive the workingmen in Washington of employment, | 


because they demand twenty percent. more wages per wee K 
than is paid to regular hands in Philadelphia ? 

Do Congress hold that the journeyman printer, who labors 
ten hours per day and gets but two dollars therefor, is re 
ceiving too much wages, when they pay their clerks and 
messengers in the Executive and Legislative Departinents 
(where, in many instances, less talent is required) from 
three to six dollars per day for working six hours only? 
Certainly, that cannot be the opinion of the present Con 
gress. The journeyman printer in Washington cannot buy 
as much of the necessaries of life for twelve dollars per 
week as the regular printer in Philadelphia can for bis ten 
dollars. Hence the necessity of higher wages bere than in 
Philadelphia. Congress, at the last session, from their 
knowledge of the high price of living in this city, increased 
the pay of their well-fed and well-clothed clerks in the De 
partments from ten to twenty per cent. Is the journeyman 
printer in their employ, because he is practically a work 
ing man and labors ten hours per day, less worthy of the 
consideration of Congress? If the work be taken from this 
city, and they be thus deprived’ of employment, such will 
appear before the country to be the opinion of Congress. If 
the work be done in Philadelphia, instead of Washington, 
it would be practically because the workingman’s wages in 
the former city are less than in the latter. If this be a good 
reason for having this particular job executed in Philadel- 
phia, it would be equally a cogent one for having the whole 
of the Congress printing done there. 1 say again, is Con 
gress prepared to declare that two dollars per day is too 
much wages for the working man in Washington? Is it 
prepared to indorse the cheap system of wages in Philadel 
phia as the best? This is the practical question at issue. 

An investment of $8,000 in material and machinery 
would be sufficient to execute this particular job in Phila 
delphia, whereas the Congress printer is compelled to make 
an investment of $50,000 to be in readiness to execute 
promptly whatever work may from time to time be ordered. 
lhe probable ordering of such jobs at good pricesis the in 
ducement held out to the public printer to make this large 
investment. ‘The Congress printing in the aggregate can 
not be executed as cheaply as private work, although a 
particular job may be. The public printer is necessarily 
compelled, besides the large investment in material, to have 


a foreman, proof-readers, pressman, engineers, and others, | 


employed as regular hands, receiving weekly wages ranging 
from $2 50 to $3 per day—work or no work—and itis not 
unfrequently the case that there is no work for them. 
There is a large portion of the year that the public printer 
has not only his capital lying idle, but is compelled to con- 
tinue paying the regular hands in his employment, although 
they have nothing to do. 


If Congress were to act justly and wisely, they would pay | 
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the public printer such prices as would enable him to have 
constautly at command the most experienced printers, and 
induce him to make a greater investment still, with the 
view to the most prompt execution of the work. The prices 
under the law are not sufficiently remunerative to justify 
his present investment, much less make agreaterone. To 
execute the Congress work with proper and an economical 
dispatch, having reference to the business of Congress, 
would require an investment of $80,000. 


Now, be it remembered that you have elected a 
public printer, who has established an office, and 
that that office and the new materials which he has 
purchased, have cost him between fifty and sixty 
thousand dollars. He has prepared an office 
equal to any in this Union, and under these cir- 
cumstances, it would be exceedingly unjust and 
unreasonable, for a consideration of afew hundreds 
or even a few thousands of dollars, to take this 
work out of his hands and give it to publishers 


elsewhere. It would be unjust to the mechanics 
of this city. It would do no good to the me- 


chanics of New York and Philadelphia. It would | 


be no advantage to them. It would be a very 
great advantage to the mechanics of Washington 
city. Butas 1 remarked before, these publishers 
will, in all probability, undertake to do the work 
for almost anything, for the sake of having con- 
trol of this book and selling itin Europe. That 
is what has been told me by the persons them- 
selves. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should like the gentleman to 
explain what injury that will be to us. 

Mr. GORMAN. Ido not mean to say that they 
have made a formal proposition to do that. [am 
supposing, from the manner in which they are 
going on, that they will ultimately propose to do 
the work for nothing. 

Mr. TOOMBS. And is not that very desirable? 

Mr. GORMAN. Why, if they were to do that 
they might, upon the same principle, have con- 
trol of all the public documents and never give the 
plates unless we pay them their prices. I know 
of one instance, in which they have got plates of 
this Government which they refuse, on applica- 
tion, to give up unless we pay their prices; and as 
the work is stereotyped, we shall be compelled to 
pay their prices for the plates. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | am well aware to speak 
longer on this resolution would hurt it instead of 
helping it. 1 intend, at the proper time, whenever 
I can get the floor this day, to call the previous 
question, and I hope that those gentlemen who de- 
sire to have the returns of the census printed, 
will remain here and dispose of the question. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I have looked 
somewhat into this subject, and, with the indul- 
gence of the House, I desire to make a few re- 
marks with regard to it. This bill, sir, makes 
provisions that I think are wholly unnecessary, 
and are calculated to confuse our minds, not only 
as to the manner in which this work can be done, 
but as to what we are to pay for it. 

Now, sir, the Superintendent of the Census Bu- 
reau has had prepared a specimen copy of this 
work, showing the style in which he proposed to 
have it executed. This volume has been before the 
Committee on Public Printing, and I understand 
they have examined it and are satisfied with it. 
Lippincott, Grambo & Co., of Philadelphia, taking 
this volume which I now exhibit as a specimen, 
propose to print ten thousand copies of the com- 
plete returns of the census, in two volumes, of the 
same size, contaming one thousand pages each, 
for $49,500, and bind them. Seeing this fact com- 
municated to the House of Representatives by the 
Secretary of the Interior, I called upon the Super- 
intendent of the Public Printing, an officer of the 
Government, handed him an official letter from the 
Census Bureau, supplied him with this volume, 
and asked him to make a calculation as to what 
would be the cost of the work under the contract 
with the public printer. I ascertained from him 
—if his calculations were correct, and I am satis- 
fied myself they were—that the cost of the work 
under our present contract with Armstrong, would 
be less than under the proposition made by Lip- 


, pincott, Grambo & Co. 


Lam therefore perfectly willing that the public 
printer shall take this job under the contract now 
existing—perfectly willing. But Lam not willing 
to vote for this bill with all the talk about brevier 
and minion, and all the technicalities of printers, 
which I do not understand. I am willing to vote 
for such an amendment as that which I now send 
to the Clerk’s desk and ask to have read: 





Ke} 
a eb. 5, 
To strike out all after the word “ provided,” in the four 
teenth line, to the end of section two, and insert the fol 
lowing: 
** That the work shall be done in the style of a specime 
volume supplied to the Committee on Public Printing. and 
to be embraced in two volumes, one thousand pages each 
and thatthe cost of printing shall not exceed the prices now 
paid the public printer, Robert Armstrong, for like printing 
The paper shall be purchased as paper for the public printin, 
is now purchased, and that the binding shall be done jn the 
style of the Congressional Globe and Appendix for jas 
at a cost not to exceed fifty cents per volume. E 


Mr. GORMAN. I doubt whether the bindino 
can be done for fifty cents per volume. , 

Mr. BROWN. I know it can be done for tha; 
price. 

{A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hands of Asnury Dickiys, Esgq., its Sec. 
retary, informing the House that they had passed 


| bills of the following titles, viz: 


An act granting the right of way and making 
a grant of the public lands to the States of Ar. 
kansas and Missouri, toaid in the construction of 
a railroad from a point on the Mississippi, oppo. 
site the mouth of the Ohio river, via Little Rock. 
to the Texas boundary, near Fulton, in Arkansas, 
with branches to Fort Smith, on the Mississippj 
river; and - 

An act granting the right of way to the St. Loui 
; and [ron Mountain Railroad Company. ] 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman froy 
| Mississippi [Mr. Brown] state to the House the 
difference between the prices proposed to be paid 
to the public printer ever the law and those pro 
posed in the proposition submitted by Lippincott, 
Grambo & Co., in Philadelphia? I understood 
| the gentleman to say it would cost tess under the 
prices fixed by law, than this Philadelphia com 
pany propose to it for. 

Mr. BROWN. I will answer the’ gentleman 
| from Virginia. The communication made to the 
House by the Secretary of the Interior for Lippin 
| cott, Grambo & Co., says that they proposed to 
| print ten thousand copies of this report, and to bind 

them in Russia, for $49,500. But Il am informed 
| by the Superintendent of the Census, that so far 
/as the binding is concerned, the Secretary was 
mistaken, that Lippincott, Grambo & Co., pro- 
posed to furnish them in muslin, which is a much 
cheaper style of binding. The cost of printing ten 
| thousand copies of the work, or twenty thousand 
volumes of one thousand pages each, in the style of 
this specimen number, and binding them in Russia 
| backs and corners, in the style of the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix for 1852, would be some 
$52,300. I had the precise calculation furnished 
| me by the Government officials, but the gentleman 

from Tennessee, [Mr. Cuurcuwett,] whom I do 
| not now see in his seat, has it. According to that 
} 


| calculation, the whole work would not cost more 
than $53,000, if done in the style I have named, 
and at the present contract prices. The bid of 
Lippincott, Gambo & Co. amounts to more, if we 
calculate the difference in binding alone. But at 
this point I must remind gentlemen that under the 
contract we shall get in addition to the ten thou- 
sand extra copies, the regular number, one thou- 
| sand five hundred and twenty, making a total of 
eleven thousand five hundred and twenty copies. 
The difference between Lippincott, Gambo & Co.’s 
bid, as communicated by the Secretary, and the 
sum to be paid thecontractor, Armstrong, may be 
| stated thus: Lippincott, Gambe & Co., propose 
to print ten thousand copies, and bind them in 
muslin for $49,500. The contractor and others 
| will print and bind eleven thousand five hundred 
/and twenty in Russia for a sum not exceeding 
$93,000. 
I have shown the House on what data I base 
this statement. Presently I will submit an offi- 
| cial statement. It is my object to do justice, and 
| prevent deception on all hands, and it is for this 
| reason I propose to have the work done in the 
style of the specimen which I have before me, 
and which I have shown to the House. Itzhas 
been before the Committee on Printing, and they 
have found no fault with it. I have also provided 
in my amendment that the cost of the work shall 
not exceed the prices now paid to the public 
printer for like work. I have made no calcula- 
tions by brevier, and nonpareil, or anything of 
that sort, because, not beinga printer myself, | 
could not understand, and much less make such 
/a calculation. But I can and do understand, when 
| I see an existing printed volume, bound and ready 
\| for delivery, what I am to get, and how much I 
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to pay for it, when I 
‘sand volumes just like the one before me, and 
say $93,000 for them—and that is just what my 


agree to take twenty 


um 


ne 


mendment makes plain to the House. As to 
ther details, | propose that the paper shal] 


» furnished as it is now, by Government con- | 


tract, so that there shall be no cheating about it. 
~\ Memper. Howdo you know that the bind- 

.» can be done for fifty cents a volume? 

‘Mr. BROWN. Lam informed by those who 

tow. Mr. Rives, who publishes the Congres- 
onal Globe, says this binding can be done for 
6 y cents a volume, and not for less. That is on 

yntract for binding twenty thousand volumes 

r more. - , ; : 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. | desire to know 
the gentleman if the Superintendent of the Pub- 
« Printing has given him any assurance that if 

s work is printed in the style of this specimen 
mmber, it can all be contained in two volumes, 
+ whether it will not require four or five? 

Mr. BROWN. I will answer the gentleman. 
[his volume was executed by order of the Census 

Commissioner, as a specimen of the work he pro- 

sed to publish, and he states that it can be pub- 
shed in two volumes of a thousand pages each, 
the size of this specimen copy. Of course, the 

Superintendent of the Public Printing, not having 


een the manuscript, cannot tell how large or how ' 


jumerous the volumes may be. My information 
in this point is from the Census Bureau. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Well, sir, has the Super- 

tendent of the Census ever informed the gentle- 
nan, and will he inform the House, that this 
whole census report can be contained in two vol- 

mes of the size of this specimen, (holding up a 
volume,) and printed in the same style? 

Mr. BROWN. That is in smaller type than 

proposed to print it, and—— 

Mr. STEPHENS. I make these inquiries, 
because the gentleman’s amendment is a very im- 
portant one, if adopted. All his calculations are 
made up at so much a volume, and if the work 
extends beyond two volumes, it will multiply the 
prices in the same ratio. 

Mr. BROWN. I will state again, that I ad- 
iressed my inquiry to the Commissioner of the 
Census directly upon this point, and he assures 
ne that all the matter which he deems desirable 
to be printed, and all he has recommended to be 
printed, can be put into two volumes of the size of 
this I hold in my hand, the printing done in the style 
in which this is executed, and I base my calcula- 
tions of the cost of the work upon this statement 
of facts, taken in connection with the Superintend- 
ent’s official calculation. All that I have said is 
ised on the understanding that the whole work 
sto be compressed into two volumes of the size 
of the one in my hands. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 1 want the House to under- 
stand this point. The Superintendent of the Pub- 
lic Printing has made an estimate, which the gen- 
tleman has presented here and which is correct. 
But that calculation is based upon what will be 
the cost a volume of the size of this specimen fur- 
nished by the Superintendent of the Census, of a 
thousand pages. Now, if you order the printing 
to be done im this style, and the work extends 
to more than two volumes, the cost will be in- 
creased in the same ratio. I do not yet understand, 
ind I do not think it is so, that the Superintend- 
ent of the Census will state, that if the work is to 
ve executed in the style of this volume, it can be 
ondensed into two volumes of one thousand pages 
eae h. 

Mr. BROWN. Iso understood him. In an- 
wer to a direct inquiry upon that point, he as- 

ired me that the work, as he proposed to publish 
it, could be compressed within two volumes of 
this size, 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
different style? 

Mr. BROWN. No. It was to be done in this 
tyle, for it was to this volume that I directed his 
ittention—the volume was before him—and he 
stated to me distinctly, that his calculations were 
based upon the work being done in this style. So 
faras the danger of the work running to three, 
or four, or five volumes is concerned, I reply, if 
itcan be done at the contract prices for a less rate 
per volume than Lippincott, Grambo & Co. pro- 
pose to do it, the advantage would only increase 
to the Government. There will be as many vol- 
umes if Lippincott & Co. print it as if Arm- 


Was it not to be done ina 
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strong or any one else does it. The bulk will de- 
pend upon the matter ordered to be printed. If 
Armstrong, at the contract prices, does the work 
in two volumes for $2,000 less than Lippincott 
& Co. propose, and you extend it to four volumes 
the difference will be $4,000 in our favor; 
all. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire t® know of the 
gentleman from Mississippi—for if it has been 
stated I did not hear it—if it be proposed to furnish 
in the work such matter as was furnished in the 
specimen number relative to Maryland? I exam- 
ined that specimen number, which | suppose was 
gotten up with a rood deal of care, as the object 
was to make a favorable impression upon Con 
gress—and it is so full of gross errors, that a man 
who relied upon it would not know so much about 
the subjects of which it treats as a well-informed 
| man would be who had never read it atall. There 
are some parts of this work which, if sent to the 
world, would be calculated to deceive everybody 
| who is not already in possession of the facts, which 
are exactly to the contrary. I wish, therefore, to 
know of my friend from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] 
whether it is contemplated to include in these re 
turns such information as the medical statistics, 
and some other things contained in this volume? 
Mr. BROWN. I willread a letter which | have 
received from the Superintendent of the Census, 
| and the gentleman can judge for himself: 


that is 


CENS 
Sir: In reply to your inquiries respecting the amount of 
matter contained in the returns ofthe Seventh Census, pro 
vided the work shall be prepared on the plan which has been 
submitted to Congress, and which is deemed the most de 
sirable manner Of presenting the same, [ may state that, in 
my opinion, it will be safe to say that the entire work may 
be presented in two volumes, of the size of the specimen 
| volume in possession ofthe House Commiltee on Printing ; 
| that is, in two conveniently-sized folio volumes of about 
one thousand pages each. The thickness of the volumes 
will, of course, be affected by the character of the paper to 
| be used. As I have no copy of the contract with the print 
ers to Congress, it is impossible for me to state approxi 
mately what will be the cost of the work at “ contract 
prices.’? [tis believed that about one half of the publica 
tion will consist of tabular work. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, ydur oly 
dient servant, JOS. C. G. KENNEDY. 
Hon. ALnert G. Brown, M. C., Ho. of Re; 


Mr. CLINGMAN. My objection is to print- 
ing and sending out to the world such statistics as 
| I have alluded to. I do not think Congress ought 
| deliberately to deceive the community by publish- 
ing such matter. I would not vote to print it at 
any price. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think this bill excludes 
everything except what was ordered by law. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That is the very point I 
want information upon. 

Mr. GORMAN. Iftheventleman will look at 
the act approved May 23, 1850, to provide for 
taking the Seventh Census, he will see that it 
does not provide for these statistics. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
| me. 

Mr. GORMAN. They are before the gentle 
| man from New York, (Mr. Haven.] He has a 
| list of the statistics which it is proposed to pub- 
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| lish, and the gentleman can examine them. We 
propose to publish nothing more. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. But some of the ques- 


tions are calculated to deceive persons who did not 

understand them. I suggested an additional 

column of questions, but they were stricken out, 
| and a class of results are stated there in such a 

manner as to deceive those who did not know how 
| these questions were embraced; and unless some 
care is exercised, it will look as though we had 
the result ascertained under questions which were 
never put. The result is a matter of conjecture, 
which I might explain to the House in a little 
time. There are gross errors in the tables, which 
the House would see when they come to under- 
stand how the facts were arrived at. 

Mr.GORMAN. I will answer the gentleman 
| from North Carolina—and I want him to under- 
| stand the answer which I give—and it will satisfy 
the House that they ought to publish it. If by 
looking over the statistics he can detect an error, 
it furnishes him the same data asgf they told the 
truth. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My friend misunderstands 
ime. In looking over the statistics no human be- 
| ing could detect the errors. The way I come to 
| know it was, that, knowing the fact that those 


|| particular columns of figures had been stricken 


I have not that act before | 


out by a vote of the Senate, | went to Mi 
nedy, and asked him how he made up those state 
ments. He told me how he them, and j 
would amuse any man in the House to know how 
they. obtained the facts 

Mr. GORMAN. I will state to the House 
that no doubt there are many inaccuracies in the 
commercial, agricultural, and mechanical statistics 
of thecountry. So there is in relation to the pop- 
ulation; buton examination we were unanimously 
of opinion, as far as the committee on the part of 
the House is concerned, that they would furnist 
as close an approximation to the facts as a censu 
can be expected to furnish. 

Mr. BROWN On receiving from the Super 

of the Census the letter which I had 

read at the Clerk’s desk, I sent it to the Superin 
tendent of Public Printing, and with it that spe 
cimen volume, and asked him for his official cal 
culation as to what would be the cost of printing, 


Ken 


fot 


intendent 


furnishing the paper, and putting up the volume 
in the style of the specimen The result is such 
as I have stated to the House, that the whole 


cost would be some $53,000—not, as I have stated 
before, for ten thousand copies, but for the ree 
ular number of documents ordered to be printed 
by the House, one thousand five hundred and 
twenty, and ten thousand extra copies, in all 
eleven thousand five hundred and twenty copies 
the binding being done in the style of the Congre: 
sional Globe and Appendix. The calculation 
based upon the hypothesis that the binding coul 
be done at an expense of fifty cents per volume, 
at which, | am assured 
can be done. 

It is upon that calculation that I have based tl 
amendment I propose to offer to this bill; 
I have interlined a few words, I will read it 


from proper quarters, 11 


and a 


wan 


That the work shali be done in the style of a specimen 
volume supplied to the Conunittee on Public Printing, and 
to be embraced in two volumes of one thousand pages each 
he cost of printing shall not exceed the price now paid 
the public printer, Robert Armstrong, for like printing. The 


paper shall be purchased as paper for the publhe printing i 


now purchased, and that the binding shall be done in the 
style of the Congressional Globe and Appendix for 1832 
ind at a cost not to exceed filly cents per volume.’’ 


if that amendment is rdded to the 
first part of the bill of the committee, I shall be 
well satisfied, because I then shall k 

what I am voting for; I shall know precisely what 
kind of volumes I will get, how many we are to 
get, the quantity of matter to be contained in them, 
and the precise amount we are to pay for them. 
With all this knowledge before me, | 
isfied. And I am quite 
Armstrong shall have the 
be given to anybody else 

In this matter | am working for what I believe 
to be the public good, and not against any indi- 
vidual. I should in this case prefer to pay a little 
more, if it were required, know 
how much I am paying, than to pay a little les 
and leave it open to future caleulation and possible 
difficulties. I want certainty as far as it may be 
had, even at a little more cost 

{Here a messave was rece ived from the § nate, 
by the hands of Assury Dicky Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had passed a 
bill reorganizing the Navy of the United States, in 
which he was directed to a 
the House. } 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. °I do not wish 
to interrupt the remarks of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, but I desire that the bill just received 
from the Senate should be referred to the Commit 
tee on Naval Affairs, and I ask that it may be 
done. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. As 
not be referred. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I wish to ask my colleague 
a question. I see it stated in the last paragraph 
of Mr. Ke nnedy’s letter, that one half of the pub- 
lication will consist of tabular work. What ] 
want to know is, if the one volume of tabular 
work proposed to be printed by the Superintend- 
ent of the Census, is stripped of everything but 
tabular work ? 

Mr. BROWN. That is it, I suppose 

Mr. FREEMAN. When it is stripped of its 
historical character, and nothing but tabular work 
remains, will it form a volume of the 
size? 


Mr. BROWN. 


} 
adopted ant 


now exactiy 


y 


hall be sat 
willing that General 
work as that it should 


3 it is not. and 


k the concurrence of 


l obiect. 


objec tion 1s made ’ it ¢ I 


pecimen 


I understand the historical part 
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forms a volume of this size, and the tabular part 
another volume of the same size. 

Mr. FREEMAN. ‘Then I understand that my 
colleague is in favor of prinung both? le 

Mr. BROWN. I am in favor of printing such 
matter as the Superintendent of the Census, who 
has charge of this subject, reports to us, and says 
is absolutely necessary to be printed. He has a 
vast amount of matter, such as is contained in this 
Maryland book, which he does notask Congress 
to print, and which is not to be included in the two 
volumes. 

I have in my hand a letter from John T. Towers, 
the Superintendent of the Public Printing, which 
contains his calculations, based, as | before re- 
marked, upon the letter of Mr. Kennedy, which 
has already been read. I send that letter to the 
table, and ask that it may be read. ‘The House 
will observe that his calculations are for the cost 
of ten thousand, twenty thousand, and thirty thou- 
sand copies, each calculation, however, preceded 
by the regular number of documents, one thousand 
five hundred and twenty. 

The letter was read as follows: 


Orrick SuPERINTENDENT PuBLIC PRINTING, 2 
January 14, 1853. § 
Sin: In reply to your note of yesterday, asking an esti 
mate of the cost of printing of the returns of the Seventh 

Census, under the contract with Robert Armstrong, the 

public printer, supposing the work to be of the size indi 

eated in Mr. Kennedy’s letter, | sudmitthe following, being 
an estimate for two volumes of one thousand pages each, 
one half to be of tabular work, to wit: 

For the usual number of 1,520 copies. 

For composition of 1,000 pages small pica plain, of 3,570 
ems each at 6244 cents per 1,000 ems, or $2 23 per 
PAGE... 0000 ceeees cy aese secnenbawese oxtnde een oe 

For composition of 1,000 pages brevier rule and 
figure, of 7,839 ems each, at 70 cents per | ,000 





ems, OF $5 48 pel Page... cc cceeeenceeceeens 5,480 00 
Composition of 2,000 pages......+.ceeeeeeee eee . $7,710 00 
For paper for the SAIN€.... 6. .ccee cece ee eee eens 3,234 00 
For press. work for the 8€M€,......++-0eseee eens 1,524 20 





Total cost for printing and paper of 1,520 copies. $12,468 20 


If 10,000 extra copies are ordered (the cost of composi- 
tion being charged on the regular number above) the ex- 
s will be as follows: 


TOF PAPEL... sce cecececccceeccceeecesvesess . » «$21,280 00 
For press-WoOrk .......0eceeeeeeeeees $10,140 00 
Deduct two per Cent... ....eeeee cers .»..202 80 


9,937 20 








Total cost 10,000 extra..... a speecssea ae ae 


Or, if 20,000 extra copies are ordered, the cost will be as 
follows : 





For paper ......s0+5+ aaptes seanere ocassensnasaneee ee 
For press-work ........+. oabececeses $20,280 00 
Deduct five per cent.......+++- cencees 1,014 00 

——_——_ 19,266 00 

Total cost...... canescens sce avn eh eevee 10d nice 


Or, if 30,000 extra copies are ordered, the cost will be as 
follows: 





FOr Paper.......ccccecceccevecccccenscseseses sMfOuy040 00 
For press-work .....6 6. seee cece eee 80,420 00 
Deduct forty per CeNt.... +... eeeeees 12,168 00 





18,252 00 


Total Gomes ois qcccsancs Mids we <ainwe -dase $82,092 00 





And in the same proportion for any greater number. 


Recapitulation, 

For paper and printing of regular number, consisting of 
1 BRO COPLEB.. ice iccccccccsccccce ecceece . $12,468 20 
For paper and printing of regular number and 10,000 extra | 
COMMOR oo nce dvne cece cesseassecveccs os oeeee 43,686 00 
For paper and printing of regular number and 20,000 extra 
COPIER cc ccncnrescccccesscccscccccecsdccsess cM Geen BU 


For paper and printing of regular number and 30,900 extra 
copies....... dus ghee cud dehase Case aeeeOeeen $94,560 20 
I have returned the volume, alluded to in your letter, to 
the Doorkeeper of the House, from whom it was obtained. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant. 
JNO. T. TOWERS, 
Superintendent Public Printing. 


Mr. BROWN. Now it is because we can have, 
as we are assured by Mr. Towers, the Superin- | 


tendent of Public Printing—eleven thousand five 
hundred and twenty volumes, of this size, for 
$43,686 that I proposed the amednment which I 
offered. If my amendment is adopted, that will 
be the cost of the work without the binding; then, 
if gentlemen will add to that amount fifty cents 
per volume for binding in Russia, they will have 
the entire cost of the eleven thoussnd five hundred 
and twenty volumes, a sum but little exceeding 
$53,000. The proposition of Lippincott, Grambo 
& Co., is to print and bind in muslin ten thou- 
sand volumes for $49,500—the difference as we 
all see, being in favor of the contract with Arm- 
strong. 
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With these remarks I yield the floor. 

Mr. HAVEN obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. MEADE, who said: 1 do not understand 
distinctly now, whether, if two volumes be print- 
ed, the historical part of the census will be included 
or not? 

Mr. BROWN. 
received from the Superintendent of the Census, I 
suppose that it will. 

Mr. MEADE. Then the tabular statistics will 
only embrace one volume. I understand that to 
be so. 

Mr. BROWN. 
it is proposed to divide them. The Superintend- 
ent of the Census wrote me that the matter now de- 
signed to be published would make two volumes 
of one thousand pages each, unless Congress shal! 
think proper to order more matter to be printed, 
which they have the power to do, but which I 
think they ought not todo. My amendment lim- 
its the publication to two volumes of one thousand 
pages each, 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


reference of the bill to reorganize the Navy, just 


received from the Senate, as the objection made by | 


the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomss] has 
been withdrawn. It is an important measure. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. 
Mr. HAVEN. 1 do not desire to say a single 


word in reference to this subject of printing, un- | 


>? 


less the House will hear me. "I shall occupy but | 


few minutes. I hope that the House will not find 
it correspondent with their judgment to adopt the 


amendment offered by the gentleman from Missis- | 


sippi, [Mr. Brown.] That amendment proposes 


that the work shall be printed in the style of the | 


specimen volume with regard to Maryland, so far 
as the paper is concerned. I would be happy to 
see it so printed. It is well it should be so; but, 
if you print it in that style, the two volumes indi- 
cated in his amendment will not begin to contain 
what is proposed to be published; for that volume 
has got on one page three tables, and at the head 
of each a long heading occupying some two or 
three inches—the same heading at the top, at the 
middle, and at the bottom of the page. All that 


can be stricken out; and under the resolution | re- | 
ported from the committee, by that means, in the | 


publication, what is five pages in that specimen 
volume will be embraced in one page and a half or 
two pages. The volumes are better read and more 
compact. If you undertake to give this work to 


|, the public printer, or anybody else, to execute in | 


the style of that specimen volume, it cannot be 
confined to two or to four volumes. 

The first thing the House should determine with 
reference to this matter is, what shall be printed; 
for on that hinges the number we should print, 
and the price at which it should be printed. The 


. ° * ‘ 1} 
specimen volume, which is in regard to the State | 


| of Maryland, contains varieties of information and 
statistics not called for by law. I would like very 
well to see those statistics published, but the com- 


mittee could come to no conclusion as to what they 


would print besides what the law exacted, and they 
resolved to print only that, and nothing else. My 
opinion is, that if this House undertakes to go 


will reach port. 


size of the work. 
formation the law required and nothing else, ac- 
cording to the best statements, that statistical 
information can be contained in one volume of one 
' thousand pages if printed as directed by this 


resolution, compact and not allowed to run loose, | 


according to the specimen of the gentleman from 
Mississippi. Then, sir, if you adopt that rule, 


| from Mississippi is correct. 


Now, one word more, and I can give the House | 


no further information on the subject. Various 
| propositions have been introduced here to print 
these statistics for less than the price proposed by 
the report of thecommittee. In reference to them 
| | know nothing. 
and nothing else: we tried last year, and often 


theretofore, the system of giving the contract for | 


the public printing to the lowest bidder. It failed, 


and I am not going to advise the House to go back | 


to it. If, however, the House shall return to that 
\| system, I think the limitation.of the gentleman 


From the letter which I have | 


I do not know precisely how | 


I will again | 
ask the unanimous consent of the House for the | 


beyond that, it will find itself at sea, and it never | 
When you do determine what | 
you will print, we can ascertain substantially the | 
Now, if you publish the in- | 


and can put it within one thousand pages, the cal- | 
| culation last read at the request of the gentleman | 


1 want to say about them this, || 


Feb. 5, 


— eae 


from North Carolina [Mr. Venasre 
be adopted, that the Government shall furnish the 
paper. The paper of that specimen number ix 
the kind provided for by this bill. We get _ 
paper by contract with the lowest bidder. W. 
have a contract to be furnished with the kind of 
paper on which these statistics and other matters 
that the House may desire are to be printed 
a specified price. ‘The paper for this job will be 
furnished by the Government, no matier who the 
printer is to be; so that there is nothing left ¢, 
construction. What is to be paid for is the com. 
position and press-work. 

If you adopt the mode proposed by the 
mittee, to embrace this statistical information 
within one volume, and order the printing of the 
regular number—that is, one thousand five hyp. 
dred and twenty—on our own paper, by the pyb. 
lic printer, they will cost you $7,859 10. If you 
print the usual number, and ten thousand copies 
additional, the cost will be, for paper and all 
$23,467 70. If you print the usual number and 
twenty thousand additional copies, the paper and 
all will cost $38,772 10. If you propose to pub. 
lish the historical part talked of, and which was 
not provided to be taken by the census law, you 
double those prices precisely. 

Mr. BROWN. do not precisely understand 


} had better 


for 


com- 


| what the gentleman means when he speaks of 


** the historical part.”” If you design publishing 

the minutia of statistics of the subdivisions of 

towns and counties, &c., there would be required, 
| according to the Superintendent of the Census, a 
greater number of volumes; but if you only want 
the historical statistics with regard to counties and 
States, the whole can be embraced within two yol- 
umes of the size of the Maryland specimen copy. 
That, certainly, is all any one can desire. 

Mr. HAVEN. I believe that J can convey to 
the gentleman’s understanding what I mean by the 
historical part. When I speak of the historical] 
part, I speak of the character of matter contained 
in the Maryland specimen copy; a copy of which, 
I presume, has been laid on the table of each mem- 
ber. It is supposed, that if you print the histor- 
ical part, that work will be continued in reference 
to each State of the Union. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not presume the proposi- 
tion [ have made embraces that matter at all. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then the gentleman’s calcula- 
| tion is too large; because the statistical part which 

the law required, and nothing else, so far as the 
| committee can learn from all sources they can 
reach—the public printer, the Superintendent of the 
Census, and the Superintendent of the Printing— 
/can be embraced within one thousand pages of 
this rule and figure work. 

Mr. BROWN. The gentleman does not under- 
stand me. When I said the calculation was based 
on the specimen volume, I dfd not mean to inti- 
mate that these two volumes were to embrace all 
the detailed statistics in reference to towns and 
townships, but the statistics in reference to coun- 
ties and States. 

Mr. HAVEN. We have seen the work with 
regard to Maryland, and it seems to be unsatis- 
factory. The proposition now is, to let that part 
go by tacheatl aod print what the law asked for, 
and nothing else. If the House stop there, I think 
we will know with a reasonable degree of correct- 
ness how many volumes will have to be printed, 
and what the cost will be. I hope that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Mississippi will not 
be adopted, for the reason I havestated. It makes 
| an India-rubber proposition of the joint resolu- 
tion, and will extend this printing to any extent. 
| It will cause the printing of four or six, instead of 
two volumes. 

Mr. BROWN. I would like to know how it 
would do that, when it says the work shal! be 
embraced within two volumes of one thousand 
|| pages each? It cannot make the proposition an 
India-rubber one. 

Mr. HAVEN. That isan additional objection. 
It would be like declaring that you should put 
six quarts into a gallon measure. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BROWN. No. I only propose to put 
two quarts in a gallon measure. My amendment 
limits the whole work to two volumes. The gen- 
tleman proposes to put one quart in the measure, 
| that is, to limit the work to one volume. To this 
| [make no objection. It would be better, perhaps, 
|| to extend the limit to two, but I make no point 
| there. I wish only to remark that there will be 
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1853. 
9 stretching of the India-rubber, no excess in 
a] . the measure, if we take my limit instead of 
she rentleman’s. J 
“Mr. HAVEN. It is a question as to the 
amount of work. I can only say, from the best 
- oomation | and the rest of the committee can 
vot, that this work, if printed according to the | 
Mary land specimen copy, with its three headings 
“chree inches each on every page, cannot be con- 
ened to three volumes. 
~ Mr. McMULLIN. Iam gratified at the dis- 
scion which has taken place this morning; but 
| think before the House adopts the amendment 
of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] 
+ ought to-at least examine thoroughly the re- 
vt and resolution of the committee. Yea; Mr. 
Sneaker, as well as the members present, know 
st the subject of the public printing has been in 
constant agitation in Congress since the founda- 
tionof the Government. Now, sir, the gentleman 
from Mississippi, with his accustomed capacity 
and vigilance, has addressed letters to gentlemen 
to ascertain how this census pfinting could be ex- | 
ecuted, and he has informed the House that a | 
publishing firm in Philadelphia has proposed to 
execute it for $47,000. 

Mr. BROWN. Forty-nine thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. I got the statement from the Secre- 
tary ’s report. 

Mr. McMULLIN. The House was also in- 
formed that the work could be done for less money 
by the public printer than the Philadelphia firm. 
| would then ask of the gentlemen from Pennsyl- 
vania, whether they would not be willing to pay 
to Robert Armstrong, the public printer, at least 
as much, if not more, than a Philadelphia firm, 
competing fora job of Government printing? All 
are aware of the fact, that when a contractor for 
the public printing under the contract system lost 
money, the Halls of Congress were besieged at all 
times with propositions to reimburse his losses. 
Look back to the past history of thecountry. You 
reimbursed Gales & Seaton when they were public 
printers. Look at the time and money expended 
on that oceasion. Did not both parties, irrespec- 
tive of party, reimburse Mr. Ritchie? But there 
were some few gentlemen who did not go for that 
proposition. The Halls of Congress were besieged 
upon that occasion, and we reimbursed Mr. Ritchie, 
as we ought to have done. 

Let me tell the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Brown,] and others here, that let the print- 
ing of the census job to whomsoever you may, 


under a contract system, and you will lose money | 


by it. After the work is done, you will be called 
upon to reimburse the loss. You will be called 
upon to reimburse Mr. Hamilton, and if he shall 
show to Congress that he absolutely sustained a 
loss, and faithfully discharged his duties, I will 
vote to reimburse him. I should like to know 
why my friend from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] 
makes such a constant opposition to the former 
and present editors of the Union. 

Mr. BROWN. Ifthe gentleman will allow me, 
he could not have been in the House, for he has 
replied to a speech which I have not made. | 
hold no such intentions as those to which he has 
replied. He entirely misunderstood my speech 
if he listened to it, but I think he never heard it 
at all. [Laughter.}] I made no attack upon the 
Union, or General Armstrong. I was for the 
Union, made a speech for it, and yet the gentle- 
man is lecturing me as if I was refusing to sup- 
port it. [Laughter.} 

Mr. McMULLIN. Itstruck me forcibly that 
his object was to affect the interest of the editor 
of the Union. I know the gentleman was here- 
tofore violently opposed to the Union. 

Mr. CARTTER. Is this discussion in order? 
I believe we are in the House, and not in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will my friend state his 
point of order? 

Mr. CARTTER. My point of order is, that 
there is no point in the gentleman’s speech [laugh- 
ter] affecting the subject before the House. — 

Mr. McMULLIN: That is a question of 
which I do not allow the member from Ohio [Mr. 
Cartrer] to be the judge. I desire that the pub- 
lic printing shall be nn by the public printer, and 
under the supervision of the Superintendent of 
Publie Printing, to whom you now pay a large 
salary. We are now about to try an experiment, 
whether we will have the public printing done 
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upon better terms than it has been heretofore done, 
and for one | shall certainly be governed in my 
vote by the report of your committee. You 
have a Committee on Public Printing. That com- 
mittee has investigated laboriously this subject, 
and for one I shall hesitate long before I give my 
vote for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Mississippi. I shall vote against his amendment, 
and for the report of the committee. 

Mr. GORMAN. I think the House is ready to 
vote upon the subject. 

Mr. STANLY. My friend from Indiana [Mr. 
Gorman] has addressed the House upon the sub- 
ject. 1 havenot, and therefore | am entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
question. 

Mr. STANLY. [rise toa point of order. It 
is, that my friend from Indiana |Mr. Gorman] has 
already addressed the House upon the subject. | 
have not, and am entitled to the floor in preference 
to himself. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina {Mr. Sranty] would 
be entitled to the floor, for the purpose of address- 
ing the House, in preference to the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Gorman] for the same purpose. 
The Chair does not think that the gentleman’s right 
avails against the right of the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Gorman] to call the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. In getting the 
floor the gentleman from North Carolina might 
want to make another motion. He might wish 
to make a motion in reference to this matter. Of 
course he is not entitled to the floor when another 
gentleman is occupying it for another purpose. 
~ Mr.GORMAN. I do not want to press the 
demand for the previous question. If my friend 
wants to address the House in regard to this mat- 
ter, [ will withdraw it. 

Mr. STANLY. I wish to say a very few 
words upon the subject before the House. 

Mr. GORMAN. I will ask the gentleman to 
call the previous question when he is through. 

Mr. STANLY. [cannot make that promise. 
It is a question which ought to be discussed. 

Mr. GORMAN. I withdraw the demand for 
the previous question, 

Mr. STANLY. I should yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman,] if he 
was disposed to discuss the matter, because | 
would rather hear him speak than speak myself, 
and because he is upon the committee who have 
had this subject under investigation. But I claim 
the floor to prevent debate being closed when we 
are discussing a subject of great importance to the 
whole country upon its merits. I do not acknowl- 
edge the logic of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
McMu tu,] who is going to vote for the Union, 
as he calls it, a large amount of money, because 
if he were not to do so, there would be a future 
application for the reimbursement of losses, which 
would be yielded to. 1 do not think it a proper 
mode for the regulation of our conduct as legisla- 
tors. What I rose principally to say in regard to 
this matter was, that I have a statement in my 
hand concerning the public printing, to which I 
wish to call the attention of the House and the 
Committee on Printing. It is from Parrish, Dun- 
ning & Mears, of Philadelphia. 

Mr. GORMAN. I proposed to read it to the 
House a while ago. 

Mr. STANLY. I should like to know why it 
is that they can print for $14,700 what the public 
printer offers to do for $19,163; and for $27,700 
what he offers to do at $32,564, and so on. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Will the gen- 
tleman from North Carolna yield to me for the pur- 
pose of an explanation ? 

Mr. STANLY. I will sive way to the gentle- 
man for that purpose. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I have strug- 
eled all the morning in a fruitless effort to obtain the 
floor, for the purpose of making an explanation 
in reference to the very statement which the gen- 
tleman now holds in his hand. My colleague of 
the committee, [Mr. Gorman,] in referring to that 
statement, which I presented in my former re- 
marks, used an expression in sail in it wl 


1 wish to call the previous 


hich 
I deemed somewhat personal, and requiring notice 
from me. I should have been, by the courtesy of the 
Speaker, as a member of the committee, allowed 
the floor to reply to that remark, and express my 
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views on this subject. I did not, however, suc- 
ceed in getting it, and [ now owe to the kindness 
of my friend from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty,} 
the privilege of saying what I ought to have been 
allowed to say before. 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Srvuart temporarily oc- 
cupying thechair.) How could the Chair know 
what the intention of the gentleman was ? 

Mr. STANTON. The Chair saw me 
while the gentleman was speaking. He heard 
my remarks, and saw me present tothe House an 
amendment which I intended to offer. The gen- 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] objected 
to the amendment as being out of order at that 
time. I remarked, loud enough for the Speaker 
and the whole House to hear me, that [ did not 
desire to present the amendment out of order, but 
would avail myself of another opportunity to 
offer it before the debate closed. I rose repeatedly 
afterwards, but the Chair did not choose to re- 
cognize me. 

And now, sir, | wish to say, in reply to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Indiana, that I 
have had no bid put into my hands to-day, or at 
any other time, that was not formally addressed 
to the committee. WhatI read from was a mere 
table showing the rates of each bid, and made 
simply for the convenience of exhibiting them in 
contrast. The bid of Parrish, Dunning, Mears & 
Co., instead of being put into my hands to-day, 
was addressed to the committee, and delivered 
to the chairman, [Mr. Gorman.] 

Mr. GORMAN. When? 

Mr. STANTON. Yesterday morning. 

Mr. GORMAN. Was it notafter we reported 
to the House? 

Mr. STANTON. Itis true that the report—— 

Mr. MEADE, I rise to a question of order 
Is it competent for the gentleman to address the 
House simply upon leave granted for explanation 
by the gentleman from North Carolina? [Mr. 
STANLY. | 

Mr. STANLY. How can he explain unless 
he addresses the House? [Laughtér.] 

Mr. MEADE. The gentleman from North 
Carolina understood my meaning. I understand 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Sranrton] is 
about to offer a proposition independent of the one 
upon which the gentleman from North Carolina 
{[Mr. Sranty] rose to speak. The gentleman 
from Kentucky asked the floor from the gentleman 
from North Carolina for an explanation, and it 
was granted. Can it be granted for any other 
purpose? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that the gentleman from Kentucky proposes 
anything of the kind. Heasks the floor for an 
explanation. 

Mr. STANTON. I was about to say at the 
moment I was interrupted, that it is true the report 
and resolution had been presented to the House 
before the proposition of Parrish, Dunning, Mears 
& Co., was communicated to the committee 
Neither, however, had then been printed. The 
proposition was placed in the hands of the chair- 
man early yesterday morning, and immediately 
after the meeting of the House. 

Mr. GORMAN. That bid of Parrish & Co.!I 
have read to the House. It was handed to me by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Srawton,} 
about two o’clock, and after the report was printed 
and laid upon your tables. The report was printed 
and here at nine o’clock. 

Mr.STANTON,. My friend is very much mis- 
taken as to the time when he received the propo- 
sition. It was handed to him at the very earliest 
moment I could see him after he 
House. The printed report was not laid upon our 
tables until two hours afterwards, and the gentle- 
men who made the proposition had never seen it, 
so far as | know, or understood its contents. 

The only ob, ect I have had in view has been to 
place the House in possession of such information 
as the committee had, in order that a saving might, 

if possible, be effected in the price to be paid for 
this work. Gentlemen will remember that the 
firm of Parrish & Co. is altogether a different one 
from that of Lippincott, Grambo & Co., whose 
bid has been commented upon by the honorable 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] as so 
much higher than the prices fixed by the public 
printer. Parrish & Co, propose 
work at prices greatly below those of Li » 
Grambo & Co., and below those of the public 
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yrinter. 

Sepuaitile men, who know their yusiness and the 
profits they will realize, and are capable of fulfilling 
faithfully any obligation they mayassume. but, 
before | proceed further, I will read the amend- 
ment to which I have referred, and which I de- 
siened to offer if I can have an opportunity. 

Mr. MEADE. 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks they are 
in order. The gentleman in his explanation can 

ay what he intends to do by and by. 

Mr. MEADE. It is a strange explanation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken 
tucky did say that he had such a proposition to 
offer, and he proposed at the proper time to offer it. 

Mr. STANLY. What trouble can there be 
about it? I yielded the floor to one who knows 
more about it than 1 do. What is the difficulty? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sees no difficulty 
in the explanation at all, 

Mr. STANTON. 1 hope I shall now be al- 
lowed to proceed. Let me remind gentlemen that 
the resolution of the House referring the subject 
of printing the census returns to the committee, 
required us to ascertain what the cost would be if 
the work should be done by the public printer, 
and whether it could be done cheaper elsewhere. 
The object was to effect a saving. The work is 
one of magnitude, in which economy might well 
form an important consideration. These gentle- 
men of the firm of Parrish & Co., saw the resolu- 
tion, learned the nature of the inquiry to be made 
by the committee, came to this city, and at the ear- 
liest moment presented their proposition. I know 
nothing of them personally. They are said to be 
responsible men by those who do know them, and 
have presented to the House through the commit- 
tee a fair bid, which is now in the hands of the 
chairman, [Mr. Gorman.] The table which I read 
to the House in the early part of the day, shows 
in contrast the three bids, those of Lippincott & 
Co., the public printer, and Parrish & Co. It is 
proper here to remark, that I understand the bid 
of Lippincott & Co. to include the binding, which 


is excluded in the other bids, and will cost not less | 


than fifty cents per volume. This will reduce the 
cost, according to their prices, below that of the 
public printer, but not so low as that of Parrish 
& Co. 

The offer of Parrish & Co. is thirty-one per 
cent. below that of Lippincott & Co., as it now 
stands, and twenty-seven per cent., below the 
prices of the poe printer. If we adopt the 
prices of Parrish & Co. as those we are willing to 
pay for this work, a saving will be effected upon 
ten thousand copies of the statistics in one volume, 
of $4,463. If we determine to publish ten thou- 
sand copies of the historical and statistical matter 
in two volumes, we shall save $7,276. If we in- 
crease the number to twenty thousand copies, the 
saving will be $8,879. This is the result as shown 
by a comparison of the prices of Parrish & Co. 
and those fixed in the joint resolution for the pub- 
lic printer. I do not wish to pay more for the 
work than a reasonable sum, and fdo not wish to 
deprive the public printer of the right to do it. 
He can execute it in good style and promptly, and 
the amendment which I shall now read, and which 
i intend to offer, proposes to give him five per 
cent. more than the prices of Parrish & Co. It 
reads thus: 

‘Strike out after the words ‘ cost of,’ and insert the fol 
lowing: Composition, press- work, and paper, shall not ex- 
ceed more than five per cent. the prices mentioned in the 
proposition of Parrish, Dunning, Mears & Co., submitted 
to the Committee on Printing ; and in the event the public 
printer shall not be willing to execute said work for said 
prices and five per cent. added thereto, then said Parrish, 
Dunning, Mears & Co. shall be authorized to execute the 
same, upon the terms of their bid, upon giving bond, with 
good security, for the prompt and faithful completion of 
said work, and its delivery without costto the Government, 
to the Superintendent of Public Printing in this city.’’ 

It will be seen that I do not propose to take the 
work from the public printer, but to require him 
to do it for five per cent. more than these gentle- 
men ask. This,in view of the character of the 
work, which, in the technical language of printers, 
is all ** fat matter,”’ is, in my judgment, a liberal 
price, and ought to satisfy gentlemen on all sides. 

Before I resume my seat, I[ will, with the further 
indulgence of the honorable gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Sranty,] whose time I am con- 
suming, refer to a serious objection to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 


Are the gentleman’s remarks | 


— that the work shall be done by the 


debate. If l understand the amendment, it simply 
pub- 
ic printer, for the prices established by the law 
regulating the subject of printing. Now, gentle- 
men will see the uncertainty in which the cost of 
the work will be involved when I refer them to 
the fact that the prices fixed by that law do not 


| apply to some portion of that description of work 


to be done in publishing the census returns. If 


‘ | . : ; : 
They are said to be ee and re- || Brown,] which has not been alluded to in this | 


the prices established by that act applied to such | 
yrinting as we are nowabout to order, there would | 


iave been no necessity for the committee to name 
in the resolution the prices to be paid. 
ferring to the resolution, it will be seen that the 
committee names the prices to be paid for compo- 
sition, and leaves blank the price of the press- 
work. 
for this kind of printing are certain—so certain 
that they may be merely referred to, as proposed 
by the amendment of the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi? [Mr. Brown.] The truth is, they are not 
certain; but I am not sure that I can clearly ex- 
plain the matter. The prices for press-work pro- 
vided in the existing law refer toa particular sized 
page—royal oclavo. The page to be adopted for 
the census returns is, | believe, royal quarto. One 
is more than twice as large as the other. I sup- 
pose, although a form of one sized pages waule 
be as large as a form of the other, it would require 
more care and a slower process to do the press- 


| work neatly of a form with quarto pages than with 
octavo, and hence the price should be higher. The 


usual Congressional printing is done upon royal 
octavo pages, and the prices paid by law were 
predicated upon work of that description. When 
that law was passed, the census .printing was ex- 


| pressly excluded from its provisions, and authorit 
| reserved to Congress to have it executed as it 


| does not fix certainly the price. 


| analogous to those fixed for the 
| other sized pages. What latitude does this allow 





might please thereafter. 

Now, if you adopt the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, [Mr. ghey and 
order the work to be done at prices fixed by the 
law, you leave the whole matter as regards the 
»ress-work at the discretion of the Superintendent. 

“he law furnishes no guide for him, because it 
He can onl 
proximate the prices established by law, by allow- 
ing, in the accounts of the public printer, prices 
ress-work of 


for trouble between the printer and the Superin- 


| tendent? They may differ as to what should be 


| allowed under so uncertain a provision of the law, 


and this House may be required at a future day 
to interpose and settle the matter by extra allow- 
ances or relief. The resolution of the committee 


| is infinitely preferable as it now stands, because it 


»roposes to fix the prices with certainty, and to 
eave no room in the future for cavil or dispute. 
The price of the press-work may be controlled, 
too, to some extent, by the number of copies or- 
dered to be ee It will, perhaps, be less if 
a large number is ordered, than it would be if a 
smaller one only is required. It is for this reason 
that the blank in the resolution is left, to be filled 
by the Senate when that body shall have determ- 


Why is this, if the prices fixed by law | 


By re- | 
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mark to the gentleman from South Carolina, th», 
the same difficulty presented itself to his mind bu: 
it will be seen, - examination, that the amend 
ment of the gentleman from North Caroling [Mr 
Stan y] proposes to strike out a portion o 
what the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. Brow,) 
proposes to strike out, and therefore, the ameng. 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina js it 
order, as perfecting the resolution as it stands 
before the question is put on the motion of th, 
gentleman from Mississippi. 

Mr. ORR. But does not the amendment o: 
the gentleman from North Carolina contemplate 
striking out the very same words as are proposes 
to be stricken out by the gentleman from Mi; ' 
sippi? 

The SPEAKER pro tem. Not all of them 

Mr. ORR. Well, a portion of them? 

The SPEAKER pro tem. Only a portion o/ 
them, and therefore it is in order. 

Mr. STANLY. The House Will observe tha 
the paper which I referred to, when I commenced 
my remarks, corresponds with the paper which 
the gentleman from Kentucky has presented from 
the Committee on Printing, and I am, therefore. 
confirmed in what I said relative to the state 9 
facts. By adopting this amendment, and giving 
the contract to Parrish, Dunning & Mears, we 
shall save, if we print ten thousand copies of the 
statistics only, $4,463; if we print ten thousani 
copies of the statistics and historical matter in two 
volumes, we shall save $7,276; and if we print 


nly of 


IS8)s- 


_ twenty thousand copies, we shall save $8,879. 


ap- || 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I understood 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing to 
say that the bid of Parrish & Co. did not include 
the cost of carriage from Philadelphia here, and 
that that item would increase the amount very 
considerably. : 

Mr. STANLY. I understand that these cen 
tlemen—Parrish & Co.—will deliver the work 
here without its costing the Government anything 
for carriage. They have a letter here which states 
that fact. The gentleman from Indiana is there 
fore mistaken. 

Mr. GORMAN. The proposition made to me 
expressly excluded transportation. I do not know 


| what letters gentlemen may have, but the propo 
| sition made to me officially, yesterday, after the 


| objection I have to this proposition of Parrish 
| Dunning & Mears, is this: It is true that they say ' 


report was made, did exclude transportation. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If the gentle 
man refers to the original bid, he will see that he 
is mistaken. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


The greatest 
’ 
they will do this work at a saving to the Govern- 


ment of over $4,000 on the first ten thousand 
copies, one volume, but there is no guarantee how 


| many volumes they Scoot There is the point. 


| You have the work done 


| ined the number of copies it will order for the || 


use of its members. Whether the amendment 
I design to offer shall be adopted or not, I shall, 
for the reasons I have stated, vote against the 


| amendment now pending. 


Mr. STANLY. I should be glad if the gen- 


| tleman from Kentucky would allow me to offer 
| his amendment, as I have the floor. 


Mr. STANTON. Certainly; I will do so. 
Mr. STANLY. I suppose it is in order to 


| offer an amendment, to perfect the part which the 


gentleman from Mississippi proposes to strike 
out, before the question 1s talon on his amend- 
ment. I will therefore offer the amendment which 
the gentleman from Kentucky has read—he will 
still have the credit of it—and I hope it will be 
adopted by the House. I ask that it may be read. 

The Clerk read the amendment, which will be 
found above, in Mr. Stanron’s remarks. 

Mr. ORR. I rise to a question of order. I 


ere by the public printer; 
it will be done under the supervision of the Super- 
intendent of the Public Printing, according to his 
calculations, and he will be responsible for it. 
These men from Philadelphia say they will print 
a volume for so much less than the public printer 
will do it for. But how many volumes will they 
print? Will they compress the work, as the Su- 
perintendent shows us it can be done? 

Mr. STANLY. I suppose the work wil! be 
done under his eye. 

Mr. STEPHENS. We cannot have the Su 
perintendent running backward and forward be- 
tween here and Philadelphia, at a cost to the Gov- 
ernment (as it must be) greater than the supposi- 
tive saving. These men may print half as much 
on a page as the Superintendent would make the 
public printer do. ‘Thereis the difficulty. -~Their 
ee is eae indefinite. 

r. STANLY. This much is very obvious: 
that the Committee on Printing disagree abou! 


| these propositions and the effect of them. Now, 
| is this House to throw away $8,000 if the work 


| can be as well done for less ? 


understand that there is an amendment already || 


pending, to strike out andinsert. The amendment 


now offered by the gentleman from North Carolina | 
is also a proposition to strike out and insert. Can | 
| two amehdments of that description be pending at 


a time? 


The SPEAKER pro tem. 


The Chair will re- | 


$ It not proper that 
we should have a little more investigation into the 
matter, since the Committee on Printing do not 
agree? Ifthis proposition does not suit the House, 
is it not our duty to ourselves and to those whom 
we represent, to refer it back to the committee 
that they may make it more correct ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think we have had this 
subject up long enough. We may spend more 
money in the time devoted to this question than 
43,000, One day here* must cost nearly $8,000. 
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| Mf. STANLY. Well, I hope if the House do | 


1853. 


nk we have approximated as near toa correct | 
as we shall do if we devote another day 


[ th 


lecision 


. refer this matter back to the Committee on 
Printing, they will decide in favor of the proposi- 
‘on of the gentleman from Kentucky—a member 
f the committee. 

“Mr. ORR. I rise more for the purpose of seek- | 
ov information than for the purpose of communi- 
sting it. The House will remember that some 
chree or four days ago the Committee on Printing 
sybmitted a report and a joint resolution, which 
-esolution we are now considering. 1 desire to in- 
ayire of the gentleman from Indiana—the chair- 
man of the committee—whether the Committee on 
Printing were unanimous, or how they were di- 
vided, in reporting that resolution ? 

Mr. GORMAN. So far as the Committee on 
Printing, on the part of the House of Representa- 
tives, were concerned, they were unanimous. 

Mr. ORR. 
olution ? 

Mr. GORMAN. 
resolution. 

Mr.ORR. For the purpose of giving the House 
the necessary time to examine this subject, the 
consideration of the report was postponed until to- 
day, and the joint resolution and report were or- 
dered to be printed. They have been printed. 
Now, it seems, an amendment is started suddenly 
on the House by parties who came in after the 

riginal bids were printed; and they ask to be al- 
lowed the printing of this work on such and such 


Yes, sir, in reporting that 


onditions. Theirproposition has not been printed | 


tall, and we do not know what they coke eg 
Now, the same difficulty suggested itself to my 
mind that suggested itself to the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Brown] with regard to this joint 
resolution, and I called on the chairman to give us 
a solution of it. It is this: Why wasit necessary 
to fix the prices in this joint resolution, if it was 
proposed to pay the public printer only the con- 
tract prices? The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Gorman] took it upon himself to go to the Super- 


In favor of reporting the joint res- 


ntendent of the Public Printing, an officer whom | 


lent, and a Whig himself, and submits these 
juestions to him. The Superintendent writes a 
etter answering these inquiries, and the gentleman 
from Indiana has read that letter to the House, 
showing the reasons why it was necessary to fix 
the prices which are contained in this bill; and 
what are they? 
ontract for the public printing, there were no 
rices fixed for printing quarto books. They were 
ll for octavo work; and it was necessary, there- 
fore, that the prices should be specified, in order to 
make it appear that the committee were not pay- 


you have created, appointed by a Whig Presi- | 


Why, simply this: Under the | 


ing too much for the werk executed in this quarto 


form. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 
from South Carolina will permit me to interrupt 


him, does he call this specimen copy a quarto 


volume? 

Mr.ORR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BROWN. Then the Superintendent of 
the Public Printing is mistaken somewhere, be- 
causethe reports in the letter which I have read, 
that according to the contract with Armstrong, a 
juarto volume of that size could be printed for so 
nuch money; but how he could arrive at that con- 
lusion consistent with the statement the gentle- 


If my friend | 


man from South Carolina has just made, I cannot | 


undertake to say. 

Mr. ORR. I will read the letter, and I ask the 
attention of the gentleman and the House to it. I 
can easily understand how the misunderstanding 
between the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Brown] and the Superintendent of Publ 


ing could arise. The Superintendent, in making 


his calculation of the prices as fixed by exis’ing | 


law for executing the public printing, has carried 
out the “oe of the contract fixed by thatlaw. In 
the calculation of his table of prices for quarto 


ic Print- | 


work, he has made them twice what the joint reso- | 


lution makes them for octavo work—that is, he has 


assimilated two pages of octavo to one of quarto— | 


and that is a fair computation. 1 
out the spirit of the law, though it says nothing, 


in terms, of quarto printing. The Superintendent, | 


in reply to an inquiry addressed to him by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman,] says: 


That is carrying | 


quiry whether there is anything in the prices fixed by law 
forthe public printing which would form a correct basis for 
printing the census in a quarto form, I have to state, that so 
far as the composition is concerned, the prices are those 
fixed by the present Jaw. The price of press-work is ar 
rived at by making eight quarto pages equal to sixteen 
octavo pages, which is, so far as the cost of printing the 
census is concerned, the true basis under that law ; and in 
answer to the further inquiry, whether the bill now before 
the House corresponds with those prices, [ have to state 
that they do, as explained above.”’ 

That was a sufficient and satisfactory expla- 
nation to my mind; and I have no doubt if the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi understands the expla- 
nation as I now do, it will be satisfactory to him. 
All I want in passing this bill is, to have the prices 
not extravagant, but to conform them as near as 
—— to the present contract prices which you 

ave stipulated to pay your public printer. The 
Superintendent having reported gfficially to the 
House that the prices fixed in this joint resolution 
are in conformity with the existing law, I am will- 
ing to receive it as an indisputable fact; and if it 
should hereafter turn out to be untrue, the respon- 
sibility will be on the Superintendent of Printing. 
He is certainly more competent to determine the 

orices upon calculation than any member of the 

Touse; and if he misleads the House—and I have 
no idea that he would attempt any such thing— 


| then the responsibility is placed on his shoulders, 


where it should be. 

As to the amendments that have been offered to 
this bill, I do not think they ought to be adopted. 
The Committee on Printing have investigated the 
subject, and have received propositions from vari 
ous sources, and those propositions indicate that 
your public printer, an officer of the Government, 
who het discharged the functions of his office 
with fidelity, and in a more satisfactory manner 
than the same duties have been performed for 

ears past, is ready and willing to do the work. 

hat committee has submitted their report to this 
House, and it has been ascertained that the prices 
proposed to be given the public printer are lower 
than any other, or at least as low as they should 
be to insure a faithful execution of the work to be 
printed. But now another firm come here and say 
they will save the Government $4,000 or $5,000. 

A Memsber. Yes, and after securing the job 
by low bidding, come to Congress hereafter for 
remuneration. 


Mr. ORR. Certainly. If you give them the 
printing, and then let them go on and execute it 


at the prices they propose, and lose ten, twenty, 
or thirty thousand dollars, what would be the re- 
sult? Why, you will find them knocking at the 
doors of Congress and elbowing members for the 
purpose of inducing them to give remuneration 
for the losses sustained. 

Mr.STANLY. Will my friend allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr.ORR. Certainly. 

Mr. STANLY. I desire to know if the gen- 
tleman who executes this printing, at the prices 
named in the resolution of the committee, should 
lose ten, twenty, or thirty thousand dollars by 
the operation, whether he will not be elbowing 
the members and knocking at the doors of Con- 
gress for remuneration ? 
~ Mr. ORR. Ido not know. I cannot answer 
that question; but if he does, my friend from 
North Carolina understands my connection with 
applications of that sort well enough to know that 
I would not vote for any such remuneration. 

Mr. STANLY. I spoke of the parties them- 
selves, and not of the gentleman from South Car 
olina. They will both want as much more money 
as they can get, of course. 

Mr. ORR. It is proper that I should avail my 
self of this occasion also, in connection with the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Gor- 
MAN] as to the construction which has been placed 
upon the act passed at the close of the last session 
of Congress, by the Superintendent of the Fublic 
Printing,—I allude to that section which provides 
that where the number of copies of any document 
shall exceed twenty thousand, there shall be a re- 
duction of forty per cent,—it will be remembered 
by the House, that when that law was under dis- 
cussion in the House during the last session, the 
original bill provided a reduction of twenty per 
cent. where the number of copies should exceed 
twenty thousand ; an amendment wes offered by 
myself, providing that the reduction in that case 
should be forty percent. Now it was my under- 


“Tn reply to your note of thie morning making the in- |! standing, as I am sure it was of three fourths, in- 
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deed I might say every member of the House, 
that this reduction of forty per cent. should not 
commence until the first twenty thousand copies 
were printed, but that upon all the copies over 
that number, a reduction of forty per cent. should 
be made. 

Several Mempers. That is right. 

Mr. GORMAN. Will the gentleman from 
South Carolina: state to the House what is the 
construction put upon this provision by the Su- 
perintendent of the Public Printing? 1 know what 
is the construction the gentleman puts upon it 
himself, and, in my opinion, it is the only one 
which can legitimately Ne put upon the law. 

Mr. ORR. 1 understand the Superintendent 
puts this construction upon the law, and itis a very 
inconsistent, if not absurd construction: When 
Congress orders, for example, thirty thousand 
copies of any document to be printed, he com 
mences with copy number one, and makes a de 
duction of forty percent. upon the whole number; 
whereas, according to the law, or at least accord- 
ing to the intention of those who framed that 
law and introduced that amendment, the printer 
should be paid the full prices, according to the 
scale under the law, for the first twenty thousand, 
and that a reduction of forty per cent. should take 
place for all beyond that number. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to occupy the time 
of the House for but a single moment, and merely 
for explanation. The gentleman from Indiana, 
{[Mr. Gornman,] in the course of his remarks, re 
ferred to the prices paid to apprentices in the 
printing offices in Philadelphia. Now, sir, | do 
not desire to speak at all upon the merits of the 
bill before the House, because it would be detain- 
ing the House unprofitably and unnecessarily, for 
I take it for granted that every member has his 
mind made up, and can vote intelligibly upon it 
but I desire to correct an error in the statement 
made by that gentleman, in point of fact, 
the custom in relation to the pay of apprentices 
is concerned. The apprentice system, or what 
used to be called the two-thirds system, does 
now prevail toany extent. Such was the custom, 
but it has been almost entirely aband®ned 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. 
tion of order. I want to know what that 
has to do with the bill before the House 

Mr. FLORENCE. I wish merely 
this statement. 

Mr. HARRIS. I! eall the gentleman to orde: 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
thinks the gentleman is in order. 

Mr. ORR. One word more as to the con 
given by the Superintendent of the Public Printing 
to the clause of the act which we | last 
session, deducting forty per cent. upon all ove 
twenty thousand copies of any document, when 
more than that number are ordered. Now, 
pose you order twenty thousand copies of 
ument the cost of which shall be $10,000; if you 
were to order thirty thousand copies of the 
work, the printer would receive but 88,000 for 
them. Thatis pre cisely the construction put upon 
this act. The printer actually receives less for 
thirty thousand copies than he does for tw enty 
thousand. This matter of construction, if 
not the intention of Congress to 
printer, must be remedied, and the Superintendent 
should construe it according to the intention of its 
framers as now stated. In accordance with what I 
believeisthe wish of the House, | now m the 
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previous question. 

[Cries of ** That’s right !’’] 

The previous question was seconded, and th 


main question was ordered to be put 
The question now being upon the adoption of 
Mr. Sraniy’s amendment 
Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas nays; 
but a sufficient number did not second the call. 
Mr. STANLY demanded tellers upon the yea: 
and nays; which were not ordered; and the yeas 
and nays were not ordered. 
The question was then taken, and the amend 
ment was not agreed to. 
The question then recurred upon the adopti: 
of Mr. Brown’s amendment. 
A Memser. Is there nota blank in the origi: 
resolution yet to fill ? 
“Mr. GORMAN 
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blank can be filled 


it iS necess ary to KnOoW how 


rome to f [ 


print betor f 






































































































































































































a 


en 


ne ee 


oo 


ethedhiahiarmetonen 


et 


es 


ee et 


526 


al 
The question was then taken, and Mr. Brown’s 


amendment was disagreed to. 
The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 


and read a third time,and having been engrossed, 


it was read a third time. 

Mr. ORR. I demand the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I demand the 
yeas and nays upon the passage of the resolution, 
and tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis of 
Indiana, and Eastman were appointed. 

The House was then divided, and the tellers 
reported 32 in the affirmative—deemed to be a 
sufficient number. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the resolution, and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 117, nays 34; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, John Ap 
pleton, Bartlett, Beale, Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, Busby, 
Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, 
Chastain, Churehwell, Clark, Clemens, Cobb, Darby, 
George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dim- 
mick, Doty, Dunean, Eastman, Edgerton, Faulkner, Fick- 
lin, Florence, Freeman, Henry M, Fuller, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, 
Gorman, Grow, Hall, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Huar- 
ris, Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, Holladay, Horsford, Hous 
ton, Howard, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Inger- 
soll, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, John Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Letcher, 
Mace, Mann, McCorkle, McDonald, McLanahan, McMul- 
lin, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, Molony, Henry 
D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, 
Murray, Nabers, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, 
Perkins, Phelps, Polk, Porter, Powell, Preston, Price, 
Riddle, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Sabine, Schermerhorn, 
Schoonmaker, Seurry, Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, 
Smith, Snow, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, 
Alexander H. Stephens, St. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, 
Sutherland, Sweetser, Thurston, Venable, Watkins, Wil- 
cox, and Wildrick—1L17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Averett, David J. 
Bailey, Bell, Bennett, Bowne, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, 
Clingman, Coleock, Conger, Dockery, Evans, Ewing, 
Floyd, Harper, Landry, Mason, McQueen, Newton, Out 
law, Penniman, Sackett, Schoolcraft, Stanly, Benjamin 
Stanton, Taylor, Toombs, Wallace, Washburn, Welch, 
Woodward, ang Yates.—34, 


So the resolution was passed. 

Mr.GORMAN. I move to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and also to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. There was a House bill sent down 
from the Senate this morning, with an amendment 
in reference to the Territory of Oregon. I ask 
that it may be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and printed, 
so that it can be taken up on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday, which are set aside for the consideration 
of territorial business. 

Mr. COBB. I object. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
portant bill in relation to warehouses has come 
down from the Senate this morning. It ought to 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce, and I 
hope there will be no objection to its being taken 
up and so referred. 

Mr. STANLY. I object, because I am opposed 
to the bill as it now stands. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn, 

The question was taken, and the House ad- 
journed until Monday next, at twelve o’clock, m. 





PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. St. MARTIN: The petition of Edward G. Fitch, 
praying Congress to buy, for the use of the Navy, his patent 
right for an apparatus for saving life and preventing persons 
from drowning. 

By Mr. DARBY: The petition of M. S. Cowe, Peter D. 
Papin, and Catharine Papin, praying for an act to authorize 
them to locate iand which has been confirmed to P. L. 
Cowe, and entered at the land office by others who now 
claim the same. 

Also, the petition of Corwin Watson, of Missouri, for a 
national road. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The petition of Isaiah 
Kirk and 62 other citizens along the route, praying for a post 
road from the mouth of Red river, in Louisiana, via Burr’s 
Ferry, to Huntsville, Texas. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Ohio: The petition of sundry 
citizens of Hardin county, Ohio, praying the establishment 
of a post route from Marysville,in Union county, Ohio, via 
Mt. Victory, Kenton, and Mt. Washington, in Hardin 
county ; thence down Eagle creek, to Findlay, in Hancock 
county, Ohio. 

By Mr. FULLER, of Maine: The memorial of sundry 


A very im- 
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citizens of the city of New York, in aid of the petition of 


Alden & Eddy, for a donation of land by Congress, for | 


building a telegraph line from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
ocean. 

By Mr. ASHE: The memorial of B. A. Janvier, William 
R. Mathews, and others, clerks employed in the Treasury 
Department, praying Congress to pass a law granting to 
them the percentage so generously granted at the last ses- 
sion. 

By Mr. HENDRICKS: The joint resolution of the State 
of Indiana, instructing the members of Congress from that 
State to favor the passage of a law to grant lands to actual 
settlers. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 7, 1853. 
Prayer by the Rev. James GALLAHER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, in 


answer to a resolution of the Senate for informa- | 


tion as to the quantity and kind of coal contracted 
for by that Department or its agents; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I have been 


requested to presenta memorial of John W. Smith, 


of the State of Maine, and other officers of the war 
of 1812, and the various wars of the United States 


in which they have been engaged, asking that || 


bounty land may be granted to all who have sur- 

vived those wars. 

Committee on Public Lands. 
It was so referred. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I have also 


been requested to present the memorial of the | 


owners of the schooner Union, of Sedgewick and 


Brooklyn, Maine, who represent that she com- || 


pleted within nine days the time of fishing which 
would have entitled her to a bounty, and that she 
was then seized by the British forces, unlawfully 


and unjustifiably condemned, and sold. They ask | 


that the bounty provided by law be granted. I 


move that the memorial be referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce. 
It was so referred. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


upon which she was finally confiscated, showing 


that she was sold before she was legally con- | 


1 move that it be referred to the | 


I have also a memorial from | 
the same parties, giving a detailed account of the | 
seizure of the vessel Union, and the evidence || 


Feb. 7, 


millions, has brought us jn contact with them 
and thousands of their people are seeking bread o, 
our shores, it has become a matter of necessity 
that our people and the Chinese should be abj; 
readily and easily, to communicate with each 
other. He says that, in order to remove the dif. 
culties which have heretofore existed, he has pre. 
pared a work of about two hundred and fifty 
pages in the English and Chineselanguages, which 
for all the ordinary purposes of life, will enabjc 
the people of both countries, in a very short time 
| to converse with each other. He says that the 
|| printing of the characters, with the explanations of 
|, their sound and meaning, will cause a very greg: 
expenditure, and one too large for one individya) 
relying entirely on his own limited means, t 
bear. As this work is eminently national, anj 
destined to be of immense advantage to the peo- 
ple of California and Oregon, where there are now 
some fifty thousand Chinese, and as the whole 
| commercial community of the United States wijj 
be benefited by the publication of the work, hye 
prays Congress to authorize a subscription to q 
sufficient number of copies to cover the cost of its 
publication. I move that the memorial be referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PAPER REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 


| Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of War, made 
|| atthe last session of Congress, on the claims of the civil 
|| officers appointed by the military governor of New Mexi- 
co, be referred to the Committee on Finance. 


SEVENTH CENSUS. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed a joint resolution providing 
| for the printing and binding of the returns of the 
Seventh Census. 

Also, that it had passed the following bills from 
the Senate: 

An act for the relief of the widow of the late 
John A. Lynch. 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to issue a register for the British bark Fanny, 
under the name of the Golden Mirror. 

Also, that it had passed the bill from the Senate 
for the relief of the town of Belleview, in Lowa, 
with an amendment. 


| demned, and when she had not violated any of the | 


provisions of the treaty stipulations between us | 
They ask that our Govern- || 


and Great Britain. 
ment may remunerate them. I[ move that the 
memorial be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

It was so referred. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of laborers 
lately employed on the addition to the Capitol, 
praying to be paid for the time lost by them in 


consequence of the suspension of the work for an | 


examination under an order of the House of Rep- 
resentatives; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings. 

Also,a petition of citizens of Washington, pray- 


ing the removal of the Franklin engine house to | 
a more suitable location, and the improvement of 


the public square upon which it now stands; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. FISH presented a memorial of merchants 


and ship-owners of New York, praying that the | 


| same facilities which are given to steamers in 


unloading may be extended to sailing vessels; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


| merce, 


Mr. BADGER presented a resolution of the 


Legislature of North Carolina in favor of an ap- | 


propriation for improving the channel at the mouth 
of Cape Fear river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of John M. 
Gilbert, praying that Delaware avenue, in Wash- 


| ington city, may not be opened through certain 


squares owned by him; which was referred to the 


| Committee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. WELLER. I ask leave to present the 


memorial of Stanislaus Henrisz, in which he states | 


_ that he was employed for many years as interpret- 


er to the American legation in China, and thus 


Chinese language. Now, that our proximity to 
that empire, with a population of three hundred 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES, 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported additional amendments to the bill 
to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
| service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1853; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STOCKTON, from the Committee on Pen- 
|| sions, to which was referred the petition of Amos 
Knapp, submitted a report, accompanied by abill 
for his relief; which was Tread and passed to the 
second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to incorpo- 
| rate the Georgetown and Catoctin Railroad Con- 

pany; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HALE, by unanimous consent, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a joint resolution ex- 
planatory of the act for the benefit of Amos Proc- 
|| tor, approved 17th June, 1844; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FOOT, agreeably to previous notice, asked 
| and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Margaret Barnitz, the only surviving heir of 
Lieutenant Colonel David Grier, of the Army of 
the Revolution; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and, with the papers on file, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FISH, by unanimous consent, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an act 
entitled ‘* An act to regulate the collection of duties 
on imports and tonnage,’’ approved March 2, 1799; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


1} 

i] 

ai 
| 


| several land offices in the State of California. 








: g |. Mr. GWIN gave notice of his intention to ask 
had an opportunity of thoroughly studying the || leave to introduce a bill for the establishment of 


Mr. NORRIS gave notice of his intention to ask 
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+o introduce a bill for the relief of the Buffalo 
Brazos, and Colorado Railway Company. 


STATE OF NICARAGUA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following reso- 
jution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
cent, and agreed to: 

Resol 
ate 


leave 


Bayou, 


» been entered into by Mr. Hise, on the part of the Uni 
ee ares, with the State of Nicaragua, or either of the five 
“ composing the late Republic of Central America, 


state 


| 


| 


| 


ed. That the President be requested to communi- | 
+) the Senate copies of any conventions which may 


nd which have not been submitted to the Senate,) together | 
and 


with any correspondence with either of said States; and 
ico all correspondence between Mr. Hise and the Depart- 
ment of State of the United States. 


HARBOR OF SAN FRANCISCO. 
Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed to: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
nunieate to the Senate the shortest practicable time, and 
the annual and total appropriations required to place the 


harbor of San Francisco in a good condition for defense ; |} 


aud also the shortest practicable time, and the appropriation 
reayired to fabricate, transport, and place in secure depots 
I aa 

al d magazines, the necessary armaments and munitions. 


EXTENSION OF PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. President, I dis- 


like very much to interfere with the regular order 
of business, but I trust the Senate will indulge me 
this morning in taking up a bill to extend preémp- 
tion rights to unsurveyed lands, and for other pur- 
poses. It is short, and very simple in its pro- 
visions. I presented a petition the other morning 
from settlers on the great mail route from Mobile 
to Chicago, asking the passage of some such bill; 
and | think that, considering the peculiar manner 
in which the representation of my State in this 
body has stood during this session, the Senate 
should indulge me in taking up that bill at this 
time. It seems to me that it carries out the settled 
policy of the Government. It is a bill so simple 
in its character, that I think the mere reading of it 
will commend it to the favorable consideration of 
the Senate. There is a large number of very mer- 
itorious citizens residing on those lands. Some of 


them have been urging, by letters, the Senators | 


from my State to attend to the matter, not know- 
ing that those gentlemen were indisposed, and 
thereby prevented from attending in this Chamber. 
Those settlers are willing to pay the increased min- 
imum which has been put upon those lands. The 
honorable gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Downs} 
is the author of the bill; and it was reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands by my distin- 
guished friend from Michigan, [Mr. Feicnu.] I 
trust the Senate will indulge me in taking the bill up 
this morning. If it gives rise to any discussion, I 


pledge myself not to embarrass the Senate by pro- | 


ceeding with it. 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as | 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 


It proposes to repeal that part of the act | 


of September 4, 1841, which prevents the right of | 
preémption from attaching to lands not surveyed, | 


or sections of land reserved to the United States, 


| 
| 





alternate to other sections granted to any of the | 
States for the construction of canals, railroads, or | 
other public improvements; and to grant the right | 


of preémption to persons who, at the passage of 
this bill, may be the actual settlers on either of 


those classes of land, and who made the first set- | 


hereafter settle on any such tract, as if the disabi 

ities removed by this bill had never existed: pro- 
vided that the settler on unsurveyed lands shall 
give the notice provided by law to the register of 
the proper land office, within three months after 


the filing of the plat of the survey in the register’s | 


office; and the settler on any of the alternate sec- 
tions referred to shall file a similar notice within 
three months from the passage of this bill, and 
shall make payment for those alternate sections at 
the increased minimum. And it provides further 
that any settler who has settled, or may hereafter 
settle on reserved lands, shall be entitled to the 
right of preémption granted by this bill, and by 
the act of 1841, after the land shall have been re- 
leased from reservation, in the same manner as if 
no reservation had existed at the time of settle- 
ment. 

_The Committee on Public Lands reported the 
bill with an amendment, which was to strike out 
the clause: 


‘* And provided further, That any settler who has settled, 


| to strike out. 





| with all the attention that I could. 


| over for the purpose I have named. 


7 | particular representative of that section of the 
tlement thereon; and to the first settler who a 


| versy. 





or may hereafter settle, on reserved lands, shall be entitled 
to all the rights of preemption granted by this act, and the 
said act of September 4, 1841, after the lands shall have 
been released from reservation, in the same manner as if 
no reservation had at the time of settlement existed.”’ 


Mr. DOWNS. L hope that the amendment of 
the Committee on Public Lands will not be 
adopted. One great object which | had in view in 
drawing up the bill originally was to make the 
change in the law which that amendment proposes 
My object was to remove a very 
great inconvenience which exists where reserva- 


| tions have been made, or where, on account of 


large grants being pending, or some other cause, 
the land has been under reservation for alength of 
time. Many settlers go on such lands without 
knowing the fact of there being a reservation; they 
make their settlements, and years afterwards, 
when the reservation is removed and the lands be- 
come public lands, the very persons who have set- 
tled there for perhaps twenty years, thinking all 
the time that they will be entitled to preémption, 
are suddenly informed that their settlements 
amount to nothing, and that they may be removed 
without receiving any remuneration for their im- 
provements. This has been the operation of the 
present law in my own State in some cases. There 
have been large bodies of land there covered by 
large grants which have been in dispute for many 
years; some of them have been lately decided in 
favor of the Government of the United States. 
Persons who settled on them many years ago, 
supposing themselves entitled to preémption, when 
they came to the land office to perfect their right, 
found that their settlements amounted to nothing, 
because the lands had been under réservation on 
account of the title being in dispute. It was to 


| guard against an evil of that kind that the bill 


was framed as it was, and that the provision 
which the committee proposes tu strike out was 
inserted, 

I hope the committee will not insist on the 
amendment; I can see no reason why it should be 
adopted. The provision which the committee pro- 
pose to strike out does not interfere with any 
rights of any persons. It only removes a disa- 
bility which now attaches to settlers and reserved 
lands. In one case, in the State of Louisiana, 
the right of preémption was extended by express 
law; that was in the case of the Bastrop grant. 
The object of this proviso was to extend the same 
privilege to the settlers on the Maison Rouge 


| grant, and a great many other grants in that State 
| which have been kept under reservation, and set- 


tlers upon which are not now entitled to preémp- 
tion. i hope the committee will not insist on their 
amendment, but will allow the bill to remain as it 
was introduced. 

Mr. BELL. [listened to the reading of the bill 
I confess that 
I had not read or considered it before, and I will 
thank the honorable Senator from Louisiana if he 
will do me the favor to say whether it affects any 
conflicting rights to preémption entries, in that 
large reservation upon the Ouachita in the State 
of Louisiana? If the bill does that, I shall take it 
asa favor if the Senate will permit it ta lie over 
for a short time, that I may have an opportunity 
to look into it. I do not wish to interpose any 
objection to it now, and I only ask that it may lie 
I am not the 


country. I undertook to take charge of some 
papers, which were handed to me by an acquaint- 
ance, relating to the personal rights of some con- 


| testants, with regard to the right of entry within 


that claim. I wish not to omit the duty under- 
taken on my part, by neglecting to look into this 
bill a little further, if the honorable Senator thinks 
it affects the claims I have referred to at all. 

Mr. DOWNS. It does not affect them in the 
least. 

Mr. BELL. I allude to the claim of Hyams, 


Chew, and others. 


Mr. DOWNS. I understand that perfectly 
| well. The bill has no bearing upon that contro- 


That is a question which will not be 
affected in the least by this bill. 

Mr. BELL. Very well; then I have no objec- 
tion to the consideration of the bill now. 

Mr. FELCH. This bill was introduced by the 
Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Downs,] in the 
shape in which it is now printed. .The committee 
have proposed to amend it by striking out the last 
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The Senator from Louisiana objects to 
striking out that proviso, for the reasons he has 
given. After the bill came to the Committee on 
Public Lands, it was sent to the Land Office, and 
the amendment which is proposed is in accordance 
with the recommendation of that office. The bill 
provides for two classes of cases. The first is 
for extending the preémption right to settlers on 
lands which have not been surveyed. It now ex- 
tends only to those who settled on lands after they 
were surveyed. The difficulty which presents it- 
self is simply this: A settler goes upon the pub- 
lic lands before they are surveyed, and, under the 
present law, he acquires no preémption right. 
After the lands are surveyed, a second settler roes 
upon a portion of the same lands, where the first 
settler has made improvements, and obtains a right 
of preémption, and in that manner deprives the 
first settler of the rightto purchase the land The 
object of this bill is to remedy that difficulty, and 
to give the first settler the right of preémption. 

The second class of cases is that which relates 
to settlement wpon alternate sections. We have 
legislated once or twice specially on that subject. 
Itis designed to give the first settler the right of 
preémption, by his simply paying the sum $2 50 
per acre. 

Thethird section of the bill provides that the pre- 
emption right shall attach to all reservations of the 
public domain, and that any man who goes upon 
a reservation may have the same right as he who 
goes upon and makes improvements on lands not 
reserved. ‘The objection made atthe Department 
is, that the reservations are made for numerous 
purposes—as for military purposes, for light- 
houses, and several other purposes. They are 
very often made in large tracts, until the particular 
point can be selected and surveyed for light-houses, 
forts, &c. Now what would be the effect of the 
bill? Any man may go and select the particular 
point in a reservation of that kind, which has been 
selected for an important purpose, and which the 
Government require fora light-house or a fort, and 
he would thus acquire the right of taking it out of 
the hands of the Government, by simply paying 
the sum of two dollars and a half p@ acre. The 
Senator from Louisiana is right in saying we have 
legislated in the case of the Bastrop grant, and in 
other cases, and I am ready to legislate again in 
such cases when the public interest will not be 
put in jeopardy by so doing, and when it would 
seem to be required by justice to the settlers. 
We thought it better, rather than to pass a general 
law, by which the public interests might be put 
in jeopardy, to leave these special cases for further 
consideration upon their own merits, whenever 
they present themselves. -I will go—as I have 
always gone, in cases of claims on land ceded 
by a foreign Government, where it is afterwards 
proved to be the land of the Government, the pri- 
vate claim not being a good one—for giving the 
preémption right according to the principles adopt- 
ed by law. ButI think, with the Department, and 
I hope the Senator, upon reflection, will not con- 
tinue to urge his objection, we had better confine 
ourselves to the provisions of the bill, excluding 
the last clause: and that whenever these cases 
come up, we can legislate for them specially. We 
have cases in my own State, and there are cases 
elsewhere, where the public interest, in reserva- 
tions of this kind, would be hazarded by the pas- 
sage of a general law like this. 

Mr. DOWNS. I am sorry that the Senator 
from Michigan will not consent to withdraw the 
amendment, for I consider that its adoption will 
defeat the great object of the bill. As far as spe- 
cial legislation in reference to these particular 
grants is concerned, 1 will state to the Senator 
that at the last session of Congress a bil! with this 
provision precisely was presented to and passed 
the Senate; but it has not yet passed the House, 
and may not, so that it is very uncertain, if we 
make a special provision, whether it will be rot 
through the two Houses of Congress. I am will- 
ing to modify the previso in such a way as to 
provide for the particular class of eases to which 
the Senator refers; but unless some provision of 
the kind is made, one great object of the bill will 
be entirely lost. If, therefore, the gentleman will 
agree to modify the proviso in such a way as to 
apply to lands covered by those large grants in 
Louisiana, I wil! agree to it. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. [ trust the gentleman 


proviso. 


| will accept that amendment. 
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gard to the sales of the lands in these reserved | 
public lands generally, there is a small percentage | 


Mr. SHIELDS. I trust that will be agreed to, 
because it will apply to my State, to Missouri, to 
Arkansas, and some other States. I think that 
it ought to be extended to the old Spanish and 
French grants, where the lands have been determ- 
ined to belong ultimately to the United States, and 
we should avoid the difficulty suggested by the 
Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. FELCH. I have drawn up an amendment 
to meet the view of the Senator from Louisiana, 
which I will submit. It is to insert in the bill, 
after ** settled,’’ the words ‘‘ on lands heretofore 
‘ reserved or claimed under French and Spanish 
‘rants which have been or shall hereafter be de- 
‘clared by the judicial authorities of the United 
‘ States to be invalid.’’ The amendment of the 
committee was to strike out the whole of the 
proviso. I propose to amend the proviso by in- 
serting the words which I have read, and then 
we can vote down the proposition of the commit- 
tee. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment of the cogimittee was re- 
jected, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. MI wish to move an 
amendment to the bill; and I desire to claim the 
attention of the Senate to a new feature in the bill, 
which I felt it my duty to oppose in committee, 


and which I feel it my duty to state to the Senate 


and oppose here. The first section of the bill 
states that— 

** So much of the provision of the act approved the 4th 
September, 1841, entitled ‘An act to appropriate the pro 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant preémp 
tion rights,’ as prevents the right of preémption from accru 
ing to a person who shall have settled, or who shall settle, 
on land not surveyed”?—— 

I yielded all objection to that in committee; but 
to the following I did object: 

‘Or on sections of land reserved to the United States, 
alternate to other sections granted to any of the States for 
the construction of any canal, railroad, or public improve 
ment, be in the samme way repealed.’’ 

I move to strike out the words: 


‘Or on sections of land reserved to the United States, 
alternate to other sections granted to any of the States for 
the constructiqg of any canal, railroad, or other public im 
provement.”? 

In regard to that amendment, I wish to make 
a very brief statement. The Senator from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Dove.as,] the other day, in some elo- 
quent remarks which he made to the Senate, told 
us, that by these reservations we actually got more 
money, when they were sold, than the $2 50 per 


acre. In that way he undertook to show, that | 


instead of the United States being losers by grant- 
ing lands to the States for internal improvements, 
and reserving {the alternate sections, they were 
actually gainers. This bill now proposes to allow 
all these reserved sections to be opened to settle- 
ment and preémption; and by that means you 
propose in all future time to close the door against 
selling these reserved lands, after you have granted 
the alternate sections to the States forthe purpose 
of internal improvements. In this way you are 
introducing a new feature in your legislation, and 
you are allowing settlers upon these reserved sec- 
tions by preémption to take them up at $2 50 per 
acre, and preventing the accomplishment of the 
object which the Senator from Illinois the other 
day told us had actually been accomplished for 
the benefit of the United States, when they had 
brought more than $2 50 per acre at public sale. 
1 want to know whether the Senate is willing thus 
to change the system of things which we have been 
acting upon for years, and by which there has been 
an inducement held out to the old States, in making 
these grants, that the reserved lands should sell 
for $2 50, or even more per acre. If thisis passed, 
you prevent any public sale of reserved sections, 
so far as preémption claims may attach to them 
by settlement upon them. | am unwilling to make 
the change, a I have thought proper to make 
this brief statement to the Senate as to the pro- 
vision of the bill, to show the alteration about to 
take place, and to call the attention of the Senate 
to it; and then, if the Senate choose to adopt the 
bill as it is, | have nothing more to say. 

Mr. FELCH. | hope the amendment will not 
be agreed to. The fact to which the Senator re- 
fers, stated by the Senator from Illinois, of the 
sales of those lands at an increased price, I sup- 
pose is true. It gives about seven cents an acre 
more by sale at public auction than it would give 
to allow preémption rights upon the lands. In re- 


obtained by the auction system over and above 
$1 25 per acre—a percentage equal to between one 
and twocents anacre. Here we have seven cents 
an acre, or three and a half eents an acre for the 
same amount of money. I do think, if the Gov- 
ernment in granting the land along a railroad or 
canal, by the paper which it gives to the actual 
settler for preémption rights, stands in regard to 
the alternate sections upon a basis so nearly equal 
with what it does in selling to another purchaser, 
we ought to ask no more from the preémptor. 
The settler bas a hard time enough in any event 
to go on the public lands; and it is due to the 
States that we should afford encouragement to him 
to go on the public lands that they may be settled; 
and here in this case this little privilege ought to 
be granted to the man who makes a settlement on 


the alternate sections. 1 am sure, if my friend | 
will look at the matter, he will see that there is | 
nothing yielded here; the Government is fully in- | 
demnified not only for the land which it may sell, | 


but for the land which it has parted with for the 
purpose of constructing a public work. I think 


the least liberality we can extend is to permit the | 


settler to go on and take the benefit of it. 

A Senator. It is justice. 

Mr. FELCH. My friend is right. He says 
it is not liberality, it is justice. It isnothing more 
or less. I think it is due to the new States, and it 
is due to the settler; and I hope the time has not 
yet come, and I hope it will not come, when we 
shall look with indifference upon that class of men 
who will hg benefited to this small extent b 
giving them the privilege of purchasing the laxide 
which they may settle on and cultivate. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, the amendment was concurred in, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
It was read a third time and passed. 


VERMONT COLLECTION DISTRICT. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 


the bill to create a collection district in the State of 
Vermont. It proposes to direct that the county 
of Essex, in that State, be made a collection dis- 
trict, by the name of the District of Essex, and 
that the town of Brighton be madea place of entry 
and delivery. It proposes further, that a collector 


of customs shall be appointed, who, in addition | 
to his legal fees and emoluments, shall receive a | 


salary of $500 per annum. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That bill has been submitted 
to the Treasury Department, which recommends 
its passage. There is a railroad communication 
about being opened between Portland and Mon- 
treal. I seeby the papers, that during the past 


week, cars have runto the line of Canada at the | 


point named in the bill. Early in the coming sea- 
son, the communication will be direct, and a very 
large portion of the importations now made at 


Montreal will undoubtedly pass over this route. | 


There is, therefore, an absolute necessity for a 


revenue,officer at the point designated in the bill. | 


The bill has the unanimous approbation of the 
Committee on Commerce. [I hope it will receive 
the sanction ofthe Senate. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read a third time and passed. 


REMEDIES TO PATENTEES. 

Mr. MILLER. I ask the indulgence of the 
Senate to take up for consideration the bill ‘ giv- 
ing further remedies to patentees.’’ This bill has 
been before the Senate a long time. Ido not de- 
sire to speak upon it. I only ask that it may be 
taken up and voted upon. I think it willnot lead 
to any further debate. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate re- 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. It strikes me that this is a bill 
which has heretofore given rise to considerable 
discussion. I believe the Senator from Rhode 
Island, (Mr. James,] who is chairman of the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, 


wishes to be heard in regard to it. I think, there- | 


fore, that it had better lie over for the present. 


| Mr. MILLER. I will state to the Senator from | 
Virginia, that the Senator from Rhode Island was 
' aware that it was to be called up to-day if the Sen- 


OBE. 











‘ 
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ate should consent. It has been modified go 
to obviate all the objections that I have heard, 
it. I hope the Senate will actuponitnow, 

The bill was then reported to the Senate ,, 
amended, the amendments formerly made ag j, 
Committee of the Whole were concurred in, anq 
the question was stated to be, * Shall the bill }, 
engrossed and read a third time?’’ ; 

Mr. NORRIS. On that question I ask for th. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to inquire of the hoy. 
orable Senator from New Jersey, whether tha 
clause in the bill which provides for the takino 
possession of the article imported, or manufac. 
tured, is not a new feature in the patent laws 
That seems to me to be the only objection that | 
have to the bill; but I think that provision may 
lead to very serious and evil consequences if jp. 
junctions be allowed to arrest not only the busi. 
ness, but to take into the custody of the court | 
articles manufactured, which are the subject of 
the business itself. I should like to have an ex. 
planation upon that point. Were it not for tMa 
provision; I do not know that I should object: to 
the bill. 

Mr. MILLER. I think it isnot a new featur 


5 


| in our patent laws. It applies to the production 
| of a machine, which is itself in another country, 
| and cannot be reached. If the machine were her 


in the country it could be seized and forfeited, 
The bill only extends the ervnete of the preseat 
patent laws to the production of a machine which 
is in a foreign country, and which cannot be 
seized under the present laws. I can see no ob- 
jection to it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed, resulted—yeas 
23, nays 20; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Brodhead, Chase, Clarke, 
Foot, Hamlin, Houston, Jones of Tennessee, Mangum, Mi! 
ler, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Stock 
ton, Sumner, Toucey, Underwood, Wade, and Walker—2, 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Cass, Chariton, Clemens, 


Dawson, De Saussure, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge ot 
| lowa, Douglas, Felch, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Hunter, 


Jones of lowa, Mallory, Norris, Rusk, Shields, and We! 
ler—20, 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. i 
ThePRESIDENT. The bill will have itsthird 


| reading unless objected to. 


Mr. NORRIS. I object. ; 

Mr. MILLER. It had not its second reading 
to-day. I suppose, therefore, it does not requir 
unanimous consent to read it a third time. 

ThePRESIDENT. It has not been engrossed 

PAYMENT OF FLORIDA MILITIA. 

On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the Senate, « 

in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


| House bill **to provide for the payment of tle 
| companies of Captains Bush, Price, and Suarez, 


for military services in Florida.’’ It proposes 
direct the Secretary of War to cause to be paid 
one half of the pay and allowances of mounted 
troops to the following militia forces of the Terr 
tory of Florida, for the period of their respective 


| service, as specified, to wit: Captain Bush’s con- 


pany of mounted troops, from the twenty-fifth day 
of January, 1838, to the twenty-fifth day of Janu- 
ary, 1839; Captain Price’s company of mounted 
troops, from the twentieth day of January, 1835, 
to the twentieth day of July, 1839; Captain Sua- 
rez’s company of mounted troops from the twen- 
tieth day of July, 1838, to the twentieth day o! 
January, 1839; that the muster rolls according to 
which the payments shall be made shall be swort 
to by the captain or senior surviving officer in 
Florida of each company, and approved by the 
Governor of that State; and that so much money 
as may be necessary for the purpose be appropr'- 


| ated. 


Mr. MALLORY. The bill has come from the 
House at the present session, and has been favora- 
bly reported upon by the Committee on Military 
Affairs here, without amendment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, and 


| was read a third time, and passed. 


TEXAS DEBT. 

Mr. PEARCE. I have been instructed by the 
Committee on Finance to report certain amend- 
ments to the bill in relation to the Texas debt, 
which I ask may be printed, 

They were ordered to be printed. 
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